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Sands Plaza Ironwood locations
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FRESHSLICE.COM

CITY SHOWS
‘tis SEASON
OF CARING

Plenty to be merry
about as residents
showcase generosity

05
Photo by Chung Chow
Andrea Murphy, Eric Chocholacek and their dog Pepper stepped inside this oversized ornament illuminated at Minoru Senior Centre. The festive
lights are just one sign that it’s a resplendent time of year, with plenty of displays of caring, sharing and giving throughout the community.

Broadmoor Bakery

Singaporean style
Hainanese chicken &
Curry specialist

604-370-1771

485 - 9100 Blundell Rd

60 YEARS

130 - 10111 No. 3 Road
Tuesday-Saturday | 9am -6pm
WILLIAMS RD.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY

SHOPPERS
DRUG MART

SUBWAY

20+ VARIETIES OF
HOME MADE COOKIES

KINS
FRESH SLICE

BROADMOOR
BAKERY

NO. 3 ROAD

NOW OPEN!

604-277-3516

Find us here
Broadmoor Centre

BRING IN AD FOR 10% OFF | Expires on January 20, 2019
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TORINO

Now Pre Selling
ONE, TWO & THREE BEDROOM RESIDENCES.
PENTHOUSES WITH ROOF DECKS.
Torino will feature landscaped courtyards, gardens, fire pits, benches and alfresco dining areas. It will
also be a stones throw away from a park and the new proposed Capstan Canada Line Station. When
complete, getting around town or communting to work will be a breeze.

Sales Centre and Display Suites

TorinoLiving.ca
604.303.0148

3220 No. 3 Road, Richmond B.C. (entrance at Sea Island Way and Sexmith Road)
Open 12 - 5pm Daily (Fridays By Appointment)
DEVELOPED BY
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Richmond wildlife photographer shines

A sparrow on a frosty December morning.

Bald eagle at Iona beach last month. 					

Photos by Kate Paton

By LORRAINE GRAVES
@LGSentinel

and unanticipated one.
Growing up in what became Zimbabwe, she
moved to New Zealand where she and her growate Paton’s journey to life in Richmond as a ing family lived for 10 years. Then Richmond beckwildlife photographer has been a circuitous oned, temporarily.

K

“My husband relocated for work. We thought
we’d only be here for two years, but now I don’t
want to go back, because the wildlife and the
scenery has just blown me a way. We’re now permanent residents,” Paton says.
Paton was used to working in offices. When she
moved to Richmond in her early 50s, she found it
hard to break into the world of paid employment.
“My age worked against me,” she says. “My kids
said, ‘Don’t worry about work mom.’ They got me
a camera. They saw that when I walked outside, it
just lifted my spirits and the world was a wonderful place again.”
Paton describes her new-found calling as, “Ethical birding and wildlife photography—it is so important to respect wildlife and birds. No photo is
worth disturbing a bird for.”
She may be an unpaid photographer but her
photos have appeared in many publications. “I’ve
been in quite a few different things. The New York
Times used some.”
In fact, Paton is up for an international award.
To vote for her online blog for the Terra Incognita

AJ Bains

Personal Real Estate Corporation

AJ Bains

604-725-0008

Website:www.ajbains.com | Facebook: Aj Bains | Instagram: theajbains

See Page 6

Remax Crest Realty
5731 No.3 Road,
Richmond, BC,V6X 2C9
Office Phone: 604 370 2111
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SOMETIMES THE BEST GIFTS
DON’T NEED WRAPPING.
Imagine a future with MORE laughs and
family time and LESS pain and disability.

Photo by Andrew Hung
Orin Gavsie's Social Studies 11 class learned about poverty during a tour
of the Richmond Christmas Fund.

Poverty hidden, students say
By Andrew Hung
Contributor

W
Your gift to Arthritis Research Canada
can make that possible for 5.6 million
Canadians with arthritis.
Arthritis Research Canada is currently
conducting over 75 studies aimed at
arthritis prevention, early diagnosis and
treatment, and quality of life issues.
TO MAKE A DONATION:
arthritisresearch.ca/holiday
604.207.0400
Proudly headquartered in Richmond

hen Orin Gavsie introduced
the topic of poverty in Richmond to his Social Studies 11 class
at R.C. Palmer Secondary School,
this came as a surprise to many of
his students.
“I talked about poverty in Richmond and they were baffled. Some
of them even challenged me,” said
Gavsie.
Many of his students are aware of
poverty in other parts of the world,
where people are deprived of basic
necessities like food, shelter and
water.
“But they don’t see what’s right
under their nose,” the teacher said.
Many people don’t believe that
poverty exists in Richmond, says
Orin’s father Ed, the president and
CEO of the charity Richmond Cares,
Richmond Gives.
Several students from Orin’s social studies class pointed out that
they don’t see homeless individuals
on their way to school, and that living conditions here are pretty good.

But the truth is that Richmond
has a population of the “working
poor,” Ed told the students, who
visited the RCRG’s toy rooms in the
Richmond Park Pavilion on Dec. 5.
“The need in Richmond isn’t abating. It continues to be very strong,”
he said.
Members from this demographic
may be working two to three jobs,
often at minimum wage, he said.
Coun. Bill McNulty also took a
tour, and he pointed out that some
people are spending between 30
and 50 per cent of their net income
on rent.
McNulty also urged everyone to
help with this situation.
“Hopefully you will do something
small about it. Whether you donate
a dollar from your lunch money to
the Christmas fund, or you bake
something, or you do something for
someone else, it is always appreciated.”
During the holiday season, RCRG
seeks to fight poverty through the
Richmond Christmas Fund. Eligible
individuals and families can receive
See Page 6
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Audi’s Richmond Christmas Fund event raises $65K
By MARTIN VAN DEN HEMEL
@MartinvandenH

M

ore than 300 people attended the Richmond Christmas
Fund’s new fundraising event inside the Audi Richmond showroom
at the Richmond Auto Mall on Nov.
28.
“We wanted to create something
completely unique,” said Wayne
Duzita, who along with Rob Howard

and Michael Chiu were co-chairs of
the organizing committee for the
event. “The Audi Richmond showroom is a spectacular space, and
provided the perfect setting for a
new kind of fundraising event.”
The dozen-strong committee
organized the stand-up reception
where guests mingled as they
snacked on fine food and drinks
among Audi’s impressive luxury
vehicle line-up. A live band was

brought in to play Christmas music.
“It turned out to be the single largest fundraiser in Richmond Christmas Fund history. For that, we owe
a Santa-size thank you to the organizing committee, our sponsors,
and everyone who attended.”
A fundraising auction included a
road trip to Whistler in an Audi R8
and two electric miniature replica
cars for children to ride on.
•martinv@richmondsentinel.ca

Photos by Audi Richmond

• Professional cremation and burial services
• Richmond’s only locally-owned and operated funeral home
~ Compassion Always ~

110-10897
3 Road,
Richmond
110-10791
No.No.
3 Road,
Richmond
24-hour
phonenumber:
number:604-376-7975
604-376-7975
24-hour phone
Website:www.can-trust-funeral.com
www.can-trust-funeral.com
Website:
Email:
can-trust-funeral@outlook.com
Email: can-trust-funeral@outlook.com

• Honoured to serve families throughout the Lower Mainland
• We are here to assist you, regardless of the hour, in the comfort
of your home
• FREE COMPREHENSIVE PROFESSIONAL CONSULTATION

We offer special discount on our selected caskets to all senior homes, hospices, religious groups and your loved one over the age of 65.
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BOXING
WEEK

SALE

December 26 – 31 (regular hours)
UP TO

90% OFF

EVERYTHING!
Min 25% OFF unless
Noted or
Red Tagged

WILDLIFE
From Page 3
Award go to tinyurl.com/PNKate
Voting closes at the end of December. Only one vote per person is
allowed but if you vote for #44, you
help Paton, and Richmond wildlife,
get greater exposure.
To see more of Paton’s work,
she can be found on Twitter as
@pnwkate, on Facebook and Insta-

STUDENTS
From Page 4

COMIC SPECIALS
Bagged back issues:

$1.00 EACH

All ‘4-a-Buck’ Comics...

NOW 10-for-a-Buck!

ifts!
G
N
I
W Fight
Help cer.
Caneeds tdoaBtiCon
l proc
Al
un
er Fo
Canc

BIG 6-DAY RAFFLE DRAW

Support BC Cancer Foundation.
Buy raffle tickets in store Dec. 26 –31
for a Chance to Win 10 Gift Certificates
for $30 each with a grand prize of one
$100 Gift Certificate.
(All winners notified by Jan 5/19)

IMPERIAL HOBBIES
EXTENDED HOURS
Dec. 17 to 20 ............11am – 7pm
Dec. 21 ...................... 11am – 9pm
Dec. 25 & Jan. 1 .........
CLOSED

LARGEST HOBBY STORE
IN WESTERN CANADA

REGULAR HOURS
Mon – Wed .........11am – 5:30pm
Thurs .................. 11am – 5:30pm
Fri ........................ 11am – 5:30pm
Sat ....................... 10am – 5:30pm
Sun ...................... NOON – 5pm

VANCOUVER’S PREMIER HOBBY & GAMING
SUPPLY STORE FOR OVER 30 YEARS

COME BY AND SEE US, OR VISIT US ONLINE!
6080 RUSS BAKER WAY, RICHMOND

604.273.4427(NEAR MCDONALD'S)

grocery gift certificates: one certificate per family member, and up to
a maximum of four per household.
After Ed’s talk, he led the students to where the toys were
stored. Two long and narrow locker rooms were lined with toys on
either side for children under the
age of 12. An eclectic mix of cars,
dolls and other toys were perched
on several shelves, ranging from
Shopkins figurines to a Hot Wheels
racetrack. On the other side of the
room, board games and puzzles sat
on a table.
For teenagers from the age of 13
to 17, the RCRG provides gift cards.
Orin hopes that this visit to the toy
rooms would give his 27 students a
concrete and tangible experience
of the struggle that many are going
through in the city.
“The students were uninformed,
or even misinformed, about many
of those topics. So I felt the immediate need to go to somewhere in
the community that provides these
services for people in need,” said
Orin, who was born and raised in
Steveston.
For some of the students, the discussion and tour around the toy
rooms has already made a strong
impression.

gram as pacificnorthwestkate
For now, Paton is just happy to be
able to get out and snap the abundant life around Richmond: “Hopefully, one day, I would love to do
something with my work with wildlife. I’m not sure what but perhaps
it could be with education, wildlife
and conservation.”
And, after six years in Richmond,
how does Paton feel about here
newfound home? “If I could, I’d like
to stay here forever.”
•LGraves@richmondsentinel.ca
“It was very eye-opening to see
how much low-income poverty
there is in Richmond,” said Leilah,
one of the students in Orin’s class.
“It’s really interesting to see the
hidden poverty we have in our community that many people don’t realize is there.”
Orin and the students have been
discussing issues about social welfare programs, and they’ve also
looked at how social status economics can affect a person’s education, living conditions, and access to health care.
But the class material can often
be too broad or generalized.
“A lot of our curriculum deals with
Canada-wide issues or issues addressing specific groups,” said Orin.
“But we gloss over needs in our
own community. So that’s definitely
something I’m trying to tackle.”
The next class will be a debrief of
the visit to the toy rooms, and Orin
hopes that the students will come
up with their own ideas and suggestions on how they can step in.
Some of the students are already
eager to get to work, like Teresa,
who says that she would like to begin volunteering when she gets a
little older.
“I feel really grateful that we have
this in our community, because as
a student, I didn’t realize we had
poverty (here). This experience actually enlightened me to get more
involved with this entire crisis.”

richmondsentinel.ca
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Dear Constituents,
The end of a busy fall session of the British Columbia legislature was soon followed by the mail-in deadline for the
province’s referendum on electoral reform in November. How we elect our MLAs matters and I would like to thank
you for participating in this referendum that will shape the foundation of our democracy.

| 7

The rain didn’t stop the folks from coming out and joining the
Walk for Autism earlier this fall. John helps welcome the
crowd.

At the beginning of this session, we were proud to see LNG Canada announce a $40 billion liqueﬁed natural gas
project in northern B.C. This largest private sector investment in Canadian history will lead to new jobs and
opportunities, which is why we have been supporting the LNG industry for the last decade.
However, despite this piece of great news a number of issues might undermine continued economic development
of our province.
The government’s decision to charge an Employer Health Tax on top of MSP premiums through 2019 places a huge
tax burden on many businesses who will be forced to consider layoﬀs or cuts to service.
A speculation tax that does not address the housing aﬀordability crisis in B.C. will only drive out investment and
increase price pressures on the existing housing supply.

Richmond MLAs offer their respects to our veterans at the
Remembrance Day service at the Richmond Cenotaph.

Last but not least, legislation meant to pave the way for ride-sharing services in this province instead continues to
provide roadblocks. Services such as Uber and Lyft won’t be available this holiday season and, likely, won’t be here
next year either. Vancouver remains the largest city in North America without ridesharing.
I will continue to work hard with my BC Liberal colleagues to hold the government to account on these important
issues. British Columbians deserve better than this.
I also want to take this opportunity to congratulate the recently sworn-in Richmond Council and School Board. I
look forward to working with them to continue making Richmond a dynamic place to live and a community that
provides opportunity for everyone.
I wish you all a wonderful holiday season ﬁlled with joy and love!
Sincerely,

John kicked off the Richmond Christmas Fund Toy Drive with
RCMP Supt. Ng at the “Stuff a Squad Car” event held at
Ironwood.

John Yap, MLA
Richmond-Steveston
Opposition Critic for ICBC, BC Lottery Corp., and Liquor Distribution Branch

GET IN TOUCH
WITH JOHN

John pictured with Janice Barr and MLA Linda Reid at the Richmond Society for Community
Living’s 10th Annual “ Benefit of Possibilities - A Community Affair”.

Office:

115-4011 Bayview St.
Richmond, BC V7E 0A4

Phone:

(604) 241-8452

Fax:

(604) 241-8493

Email:

john.yap.mla@leg.bc.ca

Website: www.johnyapmla.bc.ca

John is pictured at the Global Women’s Federation of
Commerce of Canada Hallowe’en Costume Banquet.

John attended the Open House at the Sherman Armory.
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Milestone moment for
Menorah lighting
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

T

hirty years ago, the first Menorah
lighting ceremony was held in
Richmond to mark the beginning of
Chanukah.
On Dec. 2, 2018 the festivities took
place on the cultural centre plaza in
front of the Brighouse branch of the
Richmond Public Library, where the
traditions, music and culture of the
Jewish faith of this annual celebration were shared with the community.
For event organizer Joe DaSilva,
it was a particularly poignant moment.
“In the 30 years I have organized
the Menorah lighting event, Helmut

SENIORS’ DAY!

20% SENIORS DISCOUNT ON
THURSDAYS
(SOME EXCLUSIONS APPLY)

FLU SHOTS
NO APPOINTMENT
NECESSARY

At
Shoppers Drug
Mart, we’re pleased to
offer seniors more ways
to save along with friendly
advice and a variety of
services that can help
make managing your
health easier.

• Flu shots available
• Medication reviews
• Advice and counselling
• Easy refills with digital
pharmacy and auto-refills

Blundell Centre
8180 No. 2 Road
604-274-3023
Mon-Sat: 8 AM - Midnight
Sundays: 9 AM - Midnight

Broadmoor
Shopping Centre
7820 Williams Road
778-296-4065
8 AM - Midnight

Garden City Centre
9100 Blundell Road
604-276-0067
8 AM - Midnight

Richmond Centre
6060 Minoru Blvd.
604-273-6187
24 Hours

Seafair Shopping Centre
8671 No. 1 Road
604-277-2611
Mon-Sat: 9 AM - 9 PM
Sundays: 10 AM - 6 PM

Gilbert & Elmbridge
5555 Gilbert Road
604-295-4080
8 AM - 10 PM

Minato Village
3868 Steveston Hwy.
604-288-6343
8 AM - 10 PM

No. 5 Rd & Cambie
11800 Cambie Road
604-278-9105
24 Hours

shoppersdrugmart.ca

and Hugo Eppich’s commitment
and resolve to sponsor the yearly
Menorah lightning has never diminished but grown stronger,” he said.
Added library board chair Susan
Koch: “The library is honoured to
participate in this annual coming together of the community, where all
Richmond residents, regardless of
their background of faith, can learn,
understand and celebrate the Jewish tradition of Chanukah.”
The 25-foot tall Menorah is one of
the largest in the world. Designed
by renowned Canadian architect Arthur Erickson, it was commissioned
by Helmut and Hugo Eppich who
founded the Ebco Group of Companies based in Richmond.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca
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Latkes and donuts for all, including
Na-Amah Schleyer-Rubin, 4, who
was caught with powder sugar on
her face and jelly on her nose.
All ages danced, including newly-elected councillor Michael Wolfe, far left.

Photos by Chung Chow

Twins Ana and Bella Ivanov, 3, working on their dreidel decorations.

Ava Shmilovitch, 6, is about to decorate her menorah at the 30th
anniversary lighting ceremony to kick off Chanukah.

Bill and Lillian Vander Zalm pose beside a plaque commemorating
the 30th anniversary celebration of the first menorah lighting in
Richmond.
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Still time to write Santa
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

year at Steveston Museum,” says
co-ordinator Gabrielle Sharp. “The
Letters to Santa program is so popf you haven’t written your letter to ular, we have had to reprint our
Santa Claus
unique museyet,
there’s
um letter temstill time. And
plate twice alSteveston Muready.”
seum is here to
Children are
help.
encouraged to
Stop by any
leave their letday between
ters under the
9:30 a.m. and
Christmas tree
5 p.m. until
for Santa to
Dec. 23 at 3811
read.
Moncton
St.
Oh, and on
and use a pen
Christmas Eve,
or the old-fashdon’t forget to
ioned typewritleave out the
er to compose
milk and cookyour
special
ies for Santa
holiday message.
and carrots for the reindeer.
“Lots of Richmond children are
Merry Christmas.
writing their wishes to Santa this
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca

I

BEFORE AFTER

LEARN HOW TO LOSE UP
TO 10 LBS PER MONTH!

FREE SEMINAR
Coaching Fee FULLY REIMBURSED

for Seminar Attendees if you sign up at the Seminar!

(Regular $150, minimum 2 week commitment)

JANUARY PROMO ONLY!!

Rapid Weight Loss with Lasting Results!
Medically Supervised Weight Loss

January 10, 2019 | Registration at 6:00pm
Presentation at 6:15pm
Call or Email to reserve your seat
PHARMASAVE RICHLEA SQUARE
116 - 10151 No. 3 Road, Richmond
604.241.2898
pharmasave038@shaw.ca

Pharmasave Richlea Square is an independently owned and operated and authorized to sell Ideal Protein products and services. Ideal Protein disclaims any
express or implied statement of weight loss performance or other benefits that are not made by Ideal Protein. See www.idealprotein.com for more details.

T 604-273-3424
E dereck@hamada.ca
113-6033 London Road,
Richmond, BC V7E 0A7
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It’s neighbour helping neighbour at food bank
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

T

he warmth of the holiday season
is unmistakable the moment one
steps into the Richmond Food Bank.
Like the elves at Santa’s workshop,
countless volunteers are diligently engaged in various tasks in a concerted
effort to ensure their neighbours will
have a Merry Christmas.
“Our volunteers are our lifeline. Without them, we wouldn’t survive a single
day,” says Hajira Hussain, the food
bank’s executive director.
On a rather typical Wednesday
morning, there are at least 20 people
engaged in conversation awaiting the
food bank's opening. Some have been
here for at least a half hour or more, although they'll all leave with what they
need.
"I think it's a good idea they come
and socialize," says Hussain. "Unfortunately, coming to the food bank is
still attached to a lot of stigma and
it's difficult to swallow your pride. It's
a big step to say 'I need help.' These
people are struggling and it's very hard
for somebody to dress up and come
down. But there is a need."
And the need is year-round.
"It is greater this time of year because
people want to join in on the festivities
of the season," says Hussain. "Despite
any hardship that a family might be
facing, this is a time that they want to
make extra special and memorable for

their loved ones. About 29 per cent of
the people that we serve are children,
so it becomes that much more important."
Fortunately, she adds, many of the
food bank's donors schedule their annual giving around this time.
There is no typical user of the food
bank. And that makes addressing social issues that much more challenging.
"Anybody who lives in Richmond
might be in need," says Hussain.
"About 70 per cent of the people we
serve as single or small households,
and many are seniors living on fixed
incomes, or are struggling with disabilities or illness and are unable to have a
job or are retired. Many are new families to Canada. Every year, we have
about 500 new registrations."
Each week, Richmond Food Bank
provides nutritious food and household staples to an average of 2,200
residents through its four grocery distribution centres located throughout
the community as well as community
partners working to alleviate poverty.
With the Richmond School District, the
food bank also recognizes the need
to offer and support meal programs
to kids and teens, and even delivers
healthy grocery parcels to people with
illnesses or disabilities.
Besides welcoming donations of
non-perishable food items, especially
those containing high protein like peanut butter, a grant last year enabled

Photo by
Don Fennell
Volunteers are the
lifeblood of the
Richmond Food
Bank.
the food bank to install walk-in coolers,
making it possible to now also provide
clients with perishable foods such as
fresh produce. Through the Richmond
Food Bank Garden Program, volunteers have also started to grow fruits
and vegetables in community garden
plots.
Businesses such as Shoppers Drug
Mart, PriceSmart Foods and General
Mills Canada are strong supporters of
the food bank, and frequently donate
perishable food items including dairy
products and ready-to-eat meals that
can now be distributed to those in
need.
“It’s a sad reality that 31 million
tons of food is wasted every year in
Canada and we still have people in
need,” says Hussain. “And now that
we have the capacity to accept perishables, we want to make sure the
retail market is not dumping any food
and instead thinking of us and of their

neighbour first.”
Of course, financial contributions
are always welcome too and help tide
the food bank over—including during
the summer months when donations
are typically at their lowest. For every
dollar donated, the food bank is able to
purchase $6 worth of food.
Hussain is pleased to see the number of community initiatives that support the food bank continue to grow.
She says school programs such as
food drives are particularly inspiring.
“It’s nice to see (schools) are investing in creating responsible citizens,”
she says, noting that also helps increase awareness.
While the food bank’s central mandate may be to ensure those in need
are able to access nutritional food,
it’s clear that its volunteers do much
more than simply help to distribute
the items.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca

MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2018
5:00PM - 6:30PM

Joe Peschisolido
MP Steveston Richmond East

604.257.2900
120-11080 No.5 Rd,
Richmond

SOUTH ARM COMMUNITY CENTRE
8880 Williams Road
RSVP to joe.peschisolido.c1@parl.gc.ca

Come join your Member of Parliament for some hot
chocolate, cookies, and other holiday fun!
We invite you to drop oﬀ some non-perishable food
items in support of the Richmond Food Bank.
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Gateway Theatre’s It’s a Wonderful Life is wonderful
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

I

t opens with Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue and the old-time credits
start to roll on the screen. The music rolls with gentle ease that belies
how incredibly difficult the piece is
to play.
The professional orchestra flawlessly plays Nico Rhodes’ arrangements under the direction of Angus
Kellett.
The lighting, writing, music, arrangements, acting, singing and
dancing in It’s a Wonderful Life work
as a wondrous whole.
Greg Armstrong-Morris as Clarence, the bumbling angel hoping
to finally earn his wings, was spot
on. Nick Fontaine as George Bailey
shone in this new adaptation by director Peter Jorgensen.
Written at the end of the Dirty

Photo by David Cooper
Erin Palm shines as Mary and Nick Fontaine is spot-on as George Baily
in Gateway Theatre’s Gershwinesque "It's a Wonderful Life."
30’s, the production highlights a
Erin Palm, who played Mary, the
familiar theme: slumlords and the love of George’s life, was clearly
working poor who want to buy a mature actor at the peak of her
modest homes of their own.
craft. At the reception afterwards,

she radiated elegance and grace.
Then I read my program: Palm is
one of the emerging actors supported by RBC’s $15,000 grant.
Actually a Langara Studio 58
student and a Capilano University
Musical Theatre grad, Palm has a
presence and the skill that belie her
years.
Gateway artistic director Jovanni
Sy took on three roles, including
the evil Mr. Potter, with aplomb.
The two youngest actors, Kenzie
Fraser and Alexander Sheppard-Reid, were professional-quality in
their dual roles as young George
and young Mary, then as their children.
Go for the nostalgia. Go for the
music or go for the story of loss, redemption and hope. Gateway’s It’s
a Wonderful Life, on through Dec.
31. Tickets at Gateway Theatre.
•LGraves@richmodnsentinel.ca

8 CLASSIC SLICES OR WHOLE PIZZA
(PEPPERONI, HAWAIIAN OR VEGGIE)

399
OU

110-6651 Elmbridge Way, Richmond, BC aviaemployment.ca 778.732.0290

The Employment Program of British Columbia is funded by the Government of Canada
and the Province of British Columbia.

OU

290-3631 No 3 Road, Richmond, BC aviaemployment.ca 778.732.0285

Our Classic flavors:
Cheese, Pepperoni, Hawaiian, Veggie

THAN

Visit one of our Richmond employment centres for help
with your holiday wishlist, free of cost!

R

Limited time offer. Only at these locations.
Broadmoor
110-7820 Williams Rd.,
Ph: 604-370-3000

Seafair
130-8900 No. 1 Rd.,
Ph: 604-277-2234
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16”
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3 XL CLASSIC
PIZZA For $33

30%
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$

SPECIAL FOR ANY
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$

T SPECIA
EN
FOR 2
CLASSIC
SLICES +
POP

L

STU
D

FRESHSLICE.COM
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Sands Plaza Ironwood
160 - 11060 No 5 Rd.,
Ph: 604-370-2444

CATER BUSINESS & SCHOOLS AT SPECIAL PRICES.
PHONE FOR DETAILS.
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Going for the gold at YVR
By LORRAINE GRAVES
@LGSentinel

V

ancouver International Airport
(YVR) has earned the world’s first
Accessibility Certified Gold certification.
It’s not only the highest level of certification, but YVR has the highest-rated
building in the program.
There are currently 1,100 buildings
being rated by the Richmond-based
Rick Hansen Foundation (RHF) certification program on accessibility for
people with varying kinds and degrees
of disabilities that can affect mobility,
vision, hearing or cognition.
Craig Richmond, CEO and President
of the airport authority, says accessibility should be seamless, something
that everyone can use without even
noticing. He also says it is better to design in accessibility than to try to retrofit it after the fact.

Brad McCannell, the foundation’s
vice president of access and inclusion,
points out that many won’t see the
special design features. The centre
space of all counters is low enough
for a wheel chair and has room for the
person’s legs under the counter, be it
food service or an information kiosk.
McCannell further points out the
location of the departures and arrivals
signage at the top of the escalators
leading to international departures.
The signs were high enough for everyone to see, low enough that people
could go right up to them, and out
of the way so those stopping to read
the signs were not blocking traffic.
Also, the screens can display paging
announcements so those who cannot hear them clearly, will see them in
large letters.
McCannell says someone told him
they didn’t notice any special things for
accessibility at YVR. He replied, “Good.

Photo courtesy YVR
YVR CEO Craig Richmond spoke about the airport’s accessibility award
from Rick Hansen’s foundation.
That’s the way it should be. That’s inclusion, when no one is separated out.
It’s inclusion for all.”
Craig Richmond says that accessibility isn’t just the right thing to do; it is
good business.
With 15 per cent of the population
living with a disability, Richmond says
that particularly as our population

ages, we will need to be more attentive to customers.
Calling the gold rating key to YVR’s
success as a world-class transportation hub, he says it’s a “testament to
our ongoing efforts to better serve our
passengers, partners and communities.”
•LGraves@richmondsentinel.ca

The

JAS JOHAL

TWILIGHT TWINKLE
FEATURING MILK & COOKIES
Friday | December 14th | 4:00PM

135-10880 No. 5 Rd. Richmond

Jas Johal, MLA

Richmond-Queensborough
604.664.0700 | Jas.Johal.mla@leg.bc.ca
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Transplant recipients take thank-you tour
By LORRAINE GRAVES
@LGSentinel

T

he retinue walked through Richmond Hospital with three very large
festive boxes. First, they stopped in the
Intensive Care Unit, next the Operating Theatres, and lastly in the Emergency Department.
Workers from each ward gathered,
received the gift box of popcorn proffered and had a group photo. Such a
festive time. Lead amongst the group
was Cary Feldstein and one of his
10-year-old twins, Sophie.
The mission? To thank the many
who helped, and to put a face—a now
healthy face—onto a transplant recipient, to show them what a transplant
means, in human terms.
Cary, who lives with his family in
Steveston, has cystic fibrosis.
“Until about 10 years ago, it was a
mild form of CF but just about the time
my girls were born, I got a nasty lung
infection and everything changed,” he
said. People with cystic fibrosis have
lungs that secrete thick, gluey mucus
that are just ripe for hard-to-eradicate
infections.
Cary eventually had to be on oxygen
full time and, even then, could only be
up and about for less than an hour or
two.
“I couldn’t work well,” says software
engineer, Cory, who works at Destiny
Media, a firm that does pre-release
promo music for the industry. “You
need enough oxygen getting to your
brain.”
On the transplant waiting list for
nine months, healthy lungs became
available because a family agreed to
donate when someone they loved suddenly died. All Cory knows is that the
lungs came from a regional hospital..
Four years post-transplant, Sophie
and her sister, Anna, are enjoying Hanukah with their parents.
“I live a full life. I work full time. I get
the kids to soccer,” he says.
Also on the tour was another Rich-

mond resident, Debbie Bielech, executive director of Children’s Organ Transplant Society. Her son, Matt, was born
10 weeks early.
“A little minky preemie,” is how she
describes him. Because he was early, he had problems. Any one of them
could have cost him his wee life. The
point came where he needed a liver
transplant. Mom Debbie gave part of
hers, as a living donor. Her liver healed,
re-growing what was removed. Inside
Matt, the lobe of his mom’s liver settled in and is still functioning well today, 19 years later.
“He doesn’t have to be on much
immune suppression. They think it is
because we are genetically so wellmatched,” she says.
“He’s an amazing kid,” she says, “He’s
working at New Balance, a part-time
BCIT student going into social media
marketing, and does track.”
But, Debbie adds a codicil, “Transplants do not cure. These people need
the medical system the rest of their
lives. Please tell people that I am so
thankful for the Canadian medical
system.”
Both recipients and their families will
gather throughout the holidays, thankful for the new leases on life they have
been given. Cory, 40, has had his new
lungs for four years.
Thanks to better research, funding,
treatment and transplantation, CF patients, who were told in the early 1960s
they would only likely live to be 10 years
old, are now living longer, some into
middle years and sometimes beyond.
Organ recipients are always grateful
to those families who have made this
life-giving decision at a tragic time.
When your families and friends gather during the holiday season, have that
conversation. It’s only one sentence
but could save your family an anguished decision and save the lives of
up to eight people.
To sign up as a donor, go to register.
transplant.bc.ca
•LGraves@richmondsentinel.ca

Photos by Chung Chow
Emergency room Dr. Matthew Kwok chats with Cary Feldstein (a
double lung recipient) and his daughter Sophie.

Cary Feldstein and his daughter Sophie thank staff in Richmond
Hospital’s Intensive Care Unit.

From left, Jennifer Mackenzie, Chief Operating Officer of
Vancouver Coastal Health-Richmond, Gail Malenstyn, and Debbie
Bielech, join Sophie Feldstein, her father Cary Feldstein and
Richmond Hospital’s Jodi Kortje.
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nother Fall/Winter season is upon
us.
The Richmond RCMP Toy Drive was
hugely successful. We appreciate the
generous donations that will go a long
way by putting smiles on the faces of
less fortunate children. The Richmond

with its warmth and kindness!
The holiday season is a great time of
year. However, Grinches in the guise of
thieves are also working. Many people
have turned to online shopping for
the convenience and to avoid lineups
in shopping malls. We would recommend that if you are having parcels
delivered to your home, consider hav-
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ing them shipped to a storage
99 locker
or location where you known someone will be able to receive it. This can
greatly lessen the chances of parcels
being stolen.
If you do your holiday shopping by
braving the shopping malls, please
make sure that when you leave your
vehicle, all of your doors are secured
and locked.
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’Tis the season to be cautious

Before walking away, double check
to ensure that nothing is left out.
This includes GPS, dashcams, loose
change, personal electronics, briefcases, backpacks, purses, and the like.
If there is nothing to see, there is
nothing to steal. Minimize your trips
back to your vehicle to drop off any
shopping related items. Store any
items of value, locked in your trunk.

THE RICHMOND SENTINEL WELCOMES OUR INAUGURAL CRIME MAP SPONSOR:

BEST SECURITY.

Experts in residential and commercial security, Best Security was founded in 1993 and is one of the largest
alarm companies in the Lower Mainland, and winners of seven consecutive Consumer Choice awards.

Get Connected/Stay Protected with BEST SECURITY from just

$1per day | BESTSECURITY.CA | 604-324-7777
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Pay your utility bill online with MyRichmond
Register or sign-on and access
My Home to:
Æ Complete payment transactions conveniently
Æ View utility bill account information including
statements; account balances; payment history;
and track consumption history
Æ View property tax account information including
tax notices; current property tax balances; tax
levy amounts; and property assessment history

For more information and online support, visit
myrichmondhelp.richmond.ca.

www.richmond.ca

MyRichmond is a new web application and
service that will enhance your experience when
accessing personalized City information online.

Create your MyRichmond
account today!
Register at www.richmond.ca/myrichmond

MyRichmond
One Step, A Whole City

richmondsentinel.ca
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Steveston hosting Winter in the Village
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentine

I

t's beginning to look a lot like Christmas in Steveston.
With the first annual Winter in the
Village on through Dec. 31, Richmond's
waterfront village has become a winter destination for locals and visitors
alike. There are more than 20 free or
low-cost family events sure to bring a
smile and warm your heart.
Steveston's beloved heritage attractions include:
• Britannia Heritage Shipyards National Historic Site: Celebrate the season by checking out the light displays
in the old buildings and the bustling
Heritage Christmas Craft Fair, as well
as a pair of must-see concerts in December.
• Steveston Museum: Don't miss
Lights in the Park illuminations and

regular Songs in the Snow carol concerts. The Steveston Interurban Tram
will present a special winter tram
event with kid-friendly crafts and refreshments, along with a three-night
carolling series located outside the
tram.
• Gulf of Georgia Cannery National
Historic Site
A sparkling Festival of Trees and
the ever-popular Cannery Farmers
Market—an ideal place for gift shopping—make this a can’t-miss stop on
your tour through the village.
From a classic car display to Santa's official arrival by boat, or a special
night out shopping event, Steveston's
Winter in the Village is the place to
be this festive season. To learn more
about the activities, times and places,
Photo courtesy Joel Baziuk
check out visitrichmondbc.com/wintervillage
There are plenty of great shopping opportunities in Steveston during
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca the first annual Winter in the Village through Dec. 31.
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One day activities
Take a holiday walk with the
Walk Richmond group

Bundle up for the Steveston
Santa Claus Parade

Celebrate the season at City
Centre’s Winter Carnival

Spend time at City Centre Community
Centre on Christmas Day working out,
letting the kids play and socializing

Saturday, December 15, 10:00 am
Steveston Village, Garry Point concession start

Saturday, December 15, 10:00 am–1:00 pm
City Centre Community Centre, 5900 Minoru Boulevard

Watch or join in the ‘Songs in the
Snow’ community concert

Saturday, December 15, 4:00–6:00 pm
Steveston Town Square Park, 3811 Moncton Street

Celebrate the holiday season with
beautifully decorated trees and live music
Saturday, December 15, 1:00–3:30 pm
City Hall, 6911 No. 3 Road

Relax at the Jingle Bell Tea

Saturday, December 15, noon-5:00 pm
Sunday, December 16, noon-5:00 pm
Saturday, December 22, noon-5:00 pm
London Heritage Farm, 6511 Dyke Road

Pick up some unique gifts at the
Cannery’s Farmer’s Market
Sunday, December 16, noon-5:00 pm
Gulf of Georgia, 12138 Fourth Avenue

www.richmond.ca/
winterbreak
Keep active inside or outside all
through the holidays with
dozens of fun things to do with
family and friends!
Swim, skate, take a winter walk
through a park, work out at one
of the fitness facilities, take in
an exhibition at the museum or
art gallery, drop-in for a heritage
tour and more.

RICHMOND SENTINEL

Sing a Song of Winter at the
Steveston Library

Wednesday, December 19, 4:00-4:30 pm
Library (Steveston Branch), 4111 Moncton Street

Celebrate with the caroling
quartet, Four Calling Birds

Wednesday, December 19, 6:00-8:00 pm
Saturday, December 22, 6:00-8:00 pm
Steveston Interurban Tram, 4011 Moncton Street

14 Days of Reading challenge!
Friday, December 21 start
www.yourlibrary.ca

Christmas Eve Movie Matinee
Sunday, December 24, 1:00-3:30 pm
55+ years

Minoru Place Activity Centre, 7660 Minoru Gate

Sunday, December 24, 6:00-8:00 pm
Steveston Village

Tuesday, December 25
City Centre Community Centre, 5900 Minoru Boulevard

Take a new year’s Resolution
Walk with Walk Richmond

Saturday, January 5, 10:00 am start
Cambie Community Centre, 12800 Cambie Road

Find all the Drop-in Open Gyms—family,
youth, parent and tot—schedules at
www.richmond.ca/winterbreak.
From arts to sports, science to baking and
swimming to youth camps, check out the
great programs offered while school’s out.
Find out more at www.richmond.ca/camps.

Ongoing
activities

Take in the evening Heritage
Building Light Display

Britannia Shipyard, 5180 Westwater Drive

Stroll through the Cannery—Festival of Trees
Through Monday, December 31, 10:00 am-5:00 pm
Gulf of Georgia Cannery Site of Canada,
12138 Fourth Avenue

Visit the Richmond Art Gallery’s “Pierre
Vassura: New Work 1983-2018”
Richmond Art Gallery, 7700 Minoru Gate

Take one of six “10 Minute Art Tours”
that feature three to four public artworks
www.richmond.ca/publicart

richmondsentinel.ca
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Get a jump start on a ‘healthier
you’ resolution with a workout in
any of the City’s fitness centres

December 14–January 6
7551 Minoru Gate | www.richmond.ca/arenas | 604-238-8465
Skate to festive music surrounded by thousands of sparkling lights,
real snow banks, decorated holiday trees and more!

Cambie Community Centre, 12800 Cambie Road
City Centre Community Centre, 5900 Minoru Boulevard
Hamilton Community Centre, 5140 Smith Drive
South Arm Community Centre, 8880 Williams Road
Steveston Community Centre, 4111 Moncton Street
Thompson Community Centre, 5151 Granville Avenue
Watermania, 14300 Entertainment Boulevard
West Richmond Community Centre, 9180 No. 1 Road
Regular drop-in rates apply.

Regular admission rates apply.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
Dec 14
6:30–8:30pm
Youth Skate
9–10:30pm

Decorate a wooden ornament

Through Monday, December 31, noon-5:00 pm
Britannia Shipyard, 5180 Westwater Drive

Walk off those holiday meals and
treats with a picturesque stroll

Richmond Nature Park, 11851 Westminster Highway

Lace up your skates and glide
through the holidays at the Minoru
Arenas’ Winter Wonderland
Minoru Arenas, 7551 Minoru Gate

Enjoy winter-themed crafts

Through Monday, December 31
Steveston Interurban Tram, 4011 Moncton Street

Saturday
Dec 15
12–4pm
6:30–9pm

Dec 16
12–4pm
6:30–9pm

Dec 17
6:30–9pm

Dec 18

Dec 19
6:30–9pm

Dec 20

Dec 21
6:30–9pm

Dec 22
12–3pm
6:30–9pm

Dec 23
12–4pm
6:30–9pm

Dec 24
10am–4pm

Dec 25
Closed

Dec 26
10am–4pm

Dec 27
10am–2pm
2:30–6pm
6:30–9pm

Dec 28
10am–2pm
2:30–6pm
6:30–9pm

Dec 29
10am–2pm
2:30–6pm
6:30–9pm

Dec 30
10am–2pm
2:30–6pm
6:30–9pm

Dec 31
10am–4pm

Jan 1
12–4pm

Jan 2
10am–2pm
2:30–6pm
6:30–9pm

Jan 3
10am–2pm
2:30–6pm
6:30–9pm

Jan 4
10am–2pm
2:30–6pm
6:30–9pm

Jan 5
10am–2pm
2:30–6pm
6:30–9pm

Jan 6
10am–4pm

Take in the live production of
“It’s a Wonderful Life”
Through Monday, December 31
Gateway Theatre, 6500 Gilbert Road

Work out or drop-in to a variety of programs

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOUR THIS WINTER

Swim, play and be active this holiday season

Heavy snowfall can create challenges for many residents. Help reduce
the risk of injuries from slips and falls by assisting seniors and other
neighbours-in-need by removing snow from sidewalks and drains.

Richmond Olympic Oval, 6111 River Road

Watermania, 14300 Entertainment Boulevard

For more information on how to prepare for winter weather and to
volunteer for the Snow Angels Program, visit www.richmond.ca/winter.

Take in the “Obsessions: Every Collector Has
a Story” exhibit at the Richmond Museum
Richmond Museum, 7700 Minoru Gate

Walk, run or cycle along any of the city’s
trails and take in the scenic beauty
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Call for Indigenous artists
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

I

ndigenous artists throughout BC and the Yukon are
being encouraged to apply for the 2019 Emerging
Artist and Mid-Career Artist Scholarship Programs.
Previously known as the YVR Art Foundation
Scholarship, it has been renamed the Emerging
Artist Scholarship Program to include a wider age
group. Artists aged 17 to 29 are now able to apply.
Eligibility for the Mid-Career Artist Scholarship
Program has also been updated. Applicants must
now be aged 30 or older to apply.
The YVR Emerging Artist Scholarship Program
annually provides $5,000 bursaries to young artists
to work with a mentor or study at a recognized art
school. Their artwork is also exhibited at the Vancouver International Airport for one year.
Applicants are required to be of BC or Yukon First
Nations ancestry; reside in BC or the Yukon; create
visual art that reflects BC or Yukon First Nations culture; aspire to become a professional artist; have
been accepted to study with a mentor or at a recognized art school; commit to attending the schol-

arship awards May 31, 2019 in Vancouver and also, in
recognition of their completed art work, the awards
May 29, 2020. Travel and accommodation is provided as part of the scholarship, and the completed art
work must be received by YVR by April 30, 2020.
The YVR Mid-Career Artist Scholarship Program
also provides $5,000 bursaries to mid-career BC and
Yukon artists aged 30 and over who wish to extend
their work into a new scale or area. Scholarships are
for studying a master artist, pursuing a special project or attending a recognized art school.
To qualify for the latter program, individuals must
meet the same criteria as the emerging young artists, but have also completed basic art training including but not limited to formal education in visual
arts, work with an artist mentor or a combination of
similar experience.
They must also have achieved local and/or provincial recognition through public presentation of
their art work, and be able to submit a portfolio of
artwork that demonstrates their commitment to
the practice.
In addition to being accepted to study or work
with a master artist, they must also be willing to at-

Photo submitted
Kelsey Sparrow was among the winners of
the 2018 YVR Art Foundation scholarships.
Applications are now being accepted for
the program, which is now named the 2019
Emerging Artist and Mid-Career Artist
Scholarship Program.
tend a recognized school of art or work on a special
project that is of cultural significance to the artist's
community.
To learn more, visit: yvraf.com/programs
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca

Richmond’s Smart Cities Challenge
What’s your take?
The City of Richmond is one of 10 finalists competing for one of two $10
million prizes in Infrastructure Canada’s nation wide Smart Cities Challenge.
The Smart Cities Challenge encourages communities to improve the lives of
their residents through innovation, data and connected technology.
This is your big opportunity to help shape Richmond’s future.
Check out the priorities we set based on your input in the spring 2018, and
share feedback to help us further develop our draft proposal. It could take
as little as 10 minutes to contribute to Richmond’s future.
Visit LetsTalkRichmond.ca to get started.
Deadline is Sunday, January 6, 2019.

#RichmondBC #smartcitiesCanada

smartcity.richmond.ca

richmondsentinel.ca
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Caring for the animals who care for us

RAPS educates young people about animals
Pat
Johnson

RAPS – the Regional Animal Protection Society – is, as the name implies, pretty focused on animals. But
RAPS serves the people of Richmond
too.
Part of the reason RAPS is such
an integral part of the community
is because animals make our lives,
families, neighbourhoods and communities safer, healthier and happier.
Being around companion animals
has been shown in multiple studies
to improve the health of people of
all ages, reduce the effects of many
common and chronic ailments and,
notably, speed recovery from major
incidents like surgery, strokes and
heart attacks.
These are all things that are intrinsic to companion animals and, as a
direct result, our work in advancing
the well-being of animals advances
the well-being of people at the same
time.
In addition to this natural positive
“side-effect” of hanging out with an-

imals, an important part of RAPS’
work is to educate the public, especially young people, about safety
around domestic animals and about
responsible pet ownership.
Mandy Lichtmann, the community
development and volunteer coordinator at RAPS, helps deliver these
important outreach messages to a
whole range of audiences. In some
cases, small groups come to the
RAPS Cat Sanctuary or City of Richmond Animal Shelter. In other cases, RAPS representatives travel to
schools and other places to bring our
message to the audiences.
“We go to classrooms, often with
a really kid-friendly animal, and talk
to them about the benefits and responsibilities of pets,” she says. “To
the younger kids, we speak about
being a responsible pet owner, family
responsibilities for owning a pet and
making sure that everybody in the
house is on board and keen to have a
new family member. We really stress
that animals are family members.”
For some kids, she says, it’s the first
time petting an animal.
“In addition to talking about safety
and responsibility,” Lichtmann says,
“we speak about advocating for the
animals in our community, whether
it’s by putting on fundraisers or being

MY NAME IS

GAGE

I’m a 10-month
old Rottweiler

Gage is a very well-behaved boy who
knows his basic commands and has
very good manners. He can be slightly
shy with new people but warms up
quickly and is very lovable! Gage loves
to go for long walks and play around in
the yard with his toys.

involved with volunteering as a group
project or as individuals volunteering
for the older kids.”
Many Richmond schools are involved with RAPS, either through volunteerism, raising money for the animals through events like bake sales,
or via animal-related school clubs.
Patients from Children’s Hospital
have visited RAPS, as have residents
at Canuck Place. In summer, and on
school breaks, kids camps and other

AD PT
ME!

groups drop by to learn about the animals.
“We know that animals make people happy and healthy,” says Lichtmann. “We are glad to be able to
bring greater compassion and understanding about animals to all people
in Richmond – especially young people.”
Pat Johnson is communications
director of the Regional Animal Protection Society, RAPSbc.com.

REGIONAL ANIMAL
PROTECTION SOCIETY (RAPS)
rapsbc.com | City Shelter: 604-275-2036
Head Office: 604-285-7724
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

/REGIONALANIMALPROTECTIONSOCIETY

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@RAPSOCIETY

RAPS ANIMAL HOSPITAL
rapsanimalhospital.com
604-242-1666
The RAPS Animal Hospital and
Animal Ambulance are
supported by Applewood Nissan
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News and Information from the City of Richmond

Richmond moving forward on Smart Cities vision
A safer community, improving service
delivery for all citizens and bridging
language barriers are key outcomes
of the City of Richmond’s Smart Cities
Challenge proposal. Richmond is a
finalist in the national competition,
vying for a $10 million prize.
The City’s proposal is based around
the creation of an Intelligent Operations
Hub that will seamlessly integrate data
and coordinate emergency response,
while also enhancing day to day service
delivery of key local services and public
communications.
The public is encouraged to learn
more about the Smart Cities Challenge
and help shape Richmond’s future by
providing input on the City’s proposal
at LetsTalkRichmond.ca from now
through Sunday, January 6.
“Richmond is excited to be a finalist
in the Smart Cities Challenge,” said
Richmond Mayor Malcolm Brodie.
“It is a great opportunity to make
our community more resilient and
improve quality of life for all residents.
We will build upon our award-winning
Digital Strategy and use the power of
technology to make Richmond a truly
Smart City.”
The City’s proposed Intelligent
Operations Hub would link existing
and new data streams and asset

management platforms across
jurisdictions to effectively respond
to incidents that could be as small as
traffic congestion due to a rain event,
or as big as a major earthquake. This
initiative will enhance the daily lives of
citizens, while improving community
resilience to major events and
protecting critical local and national
infrastructure in Richmond. The
proposal is aimed at achieving four key
outcomes that will:
• protect a vulnerable island city;
• integrate citizen, infrastructure
and emergency data and
communication platforms;
• bridge language barriers; and
• create scalable mobility systems
that enhance daily life and improve
emergency response rates and
recovery times.
The Smart Cities Challenge is a
national competition that encourages
communities to adopt a smart cities
approach to improve the lives of their
residents through innovation, data and
connected technology.
More than 200 communities from
across Canada submitted applications
to the Smart Cities Challenge, which
was created by the Government of
Canada. An independent panel of
13 jurors assessed the proposals and

Improved emergency response and enhanced day-to-day public service are key
outcomes of the City of Richmond’s Smart Cities Challenge proposal. Richmond is a
finalist in the national competition, vying for a $10 million prize.
20 finalists were announced on June
1, 2018. The final proposals are due
in March 2019 and winners will be
announced in spring 2019.
Richmond has formed a number of
staff teams, who are working alongside
a variety of external partners from other
government agencies, First Nations
and business and community partners,
to prepare the City’s final submission.
A Smart Cities Advisory Committee
with representatives from many of
the partners has been formed to help
guide this process.
Extensive community engagement

City of Richmond Council Meetings Calendar
Community Safety
Committee
4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 11
Anderson Room
Richmond City hall
General Purposes Committee
4:00 p.m.
Monday, December 17
Anderson Room,
Richmond City Hall

Public Hearing
7:00 p.m.
Monday, December 17
Council Chambers,
Richmond City Hall

Public Works & Transportation Committee
4:00 p.m
Wednesday, December 19
Anderson Room,
Richmond City Hall

Planning Committee
4:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 18
Anderson Room,
Richmond City Hall

Parks, Recreation & Cultural
Services Committee
4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 19
Anderson Room,
Richmond City Hall

For meeting agendas and reports visit www.richmond.ca.
Agenda and reports are usually posted the Friday prior to meetings.

is also being undertaken to ensure
the final proposal reflects the needs
and interests of local residents and
businesses, including the current public
survey on LetsTalkRichmond.ca. Further
public engagement activities are
being planned for January and will be
announced soon. To learn more about
the proposal visit the project website at
smartcity.richmond.ca.
For more information on the
Challenge, visit the Infrastructure
Canada (INFC) website:
www.infrastructure.gc.ca/cities-villes/
index-eng.html.

Council Meeting
Live Streaming

Special Council Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 19
Council Chambers
Richmond City Hall

Visit www.richmond.ca to link to
live streaming or watch archived
video.
www.richmond.ca
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MORE OF
WHAT YOU
LOVE ABOUT
YVR.
THANK YOU FOR
YOUR PATIENCE
YVR is experiencing record passenger growth. In order
to meet future demand, we are undergoing multi-year
expansion projects that will ensure we continue to
deliver an exceptional airport experience. This includes
our biggest sustainability projects to date, new parking
options, terminal expansions and much more.
This holiday season, travellers are encouraged to have
a parking plan before setting out for the airport. To
guarantee your preferred parking lot and enjoy cost
savings, please book ahead at yvr.ca/parking.
Thank you for your patience as we build the airport
of the future. For more information about all ongoing
construction projects, visit yvr.ca/construction.

YVR.CA

More airlines.
More destinations.
More parking.
More accessible.
More safety.
More sustainability.
More shopping.
More dining.
More YVR.
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Community gets into Christmas spirit
By MARTIN VAN DEN HEMEL
@MartinvandenH

T

here’s been evidence of plenty of
Christmas spirit throughout Richmond in the weeks before Dec. 25.
At The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy
in Steveston, the team, under the guidance of owner Steven Chang, has been
collecting non-perishable food donations for the Richmond Food Bank,
with specially-decorated donation bins
set up at Coast Capital Savings, and
Steveston Community Centre.
The food drive, which collected
enough food for nearly 500 people, was
organized by staff and volunteers at
The Medicine Shoppe, who dedicated
their time after school and on weekends. The effort was in keeping with
Chang’s philosophy of giving back to
the community and helping others.
Meanwhile, students, staff and par-

ents at St. Joseph the Worker elementary school held their annual toy drive
late last month, with students bringing
in toys that were donated to the Richmond Christmas Fund and B.C. Children’s Hospital.
The school also held their 22nd annual Guardians Gala, a semi-formal event
held every November to raise funds in
support of the school and its students.
Meanwhile, the Country Meadows
Senior Men’s Golf Club, founded in
1995, has been helping local families
in need, including 11 families this year
who will receive children’s clothes,
gifts, household items and a Christmas
dinner for eight thanks to more than
$4,000 in donations.
The club also supports prostate cancer research at the BC Cancer Agency,
and has raised more than $1.3 million
over the years.
•martinv@richmondsentinel.ca

Make plans for family fun and fitness
at the pools this holiday season!

Photo by Paul Fraser
Posing with the Christmas train at St. Joseph the Worker school
are Lynn Whitlock and students Isabel Saldanha, Tiffany Martin,
Melania Yohanna, Isaac Chan and Leilani Dang.
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A great
holiday gift
idea!

GIVE A GIFT OF

health, wellness
THIS
& creativity YEAR

This year’s holiday schedule runs December 22 to January 6.
Find schedules, fees, when slides are open, Fitness Centre hours and
more at www.richmond.ca/aquatics.
14300 Entertainment Blvd.
Tel: 604-448-5353

www.richmond.ca

7560 Minoru Gate
Tel: 604-238-8020

You get to choose the amount; the lucky
recipient gets to choose the activity! Plus,
gift cards never expire, so it’s a gift that can
be used any time.

Purchase a Gift Card today!
Available at all City of Richmond parks,
recreation and cultural facilities.

www.richmond.ca/giftcards
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Photo
submitted
The Country
Meadows
Senior
Men’s
Golf Club
has been
helping
local
families in
need.

Photos by Christopher Estrella
Brother Benjamin Ripley, Father Martin Bettin, Father Joseph Glaab,
and Vince Uy at St. Joseph the Worker’s 22nd annual Guardians Gala.

Calina Hung, Eric Yang, and Paul Fraser at St. Joseph the Worker’s 22nd
annual Guardians Gala.

Dr. Allan Woo
prepares to make
a silent auction bid
at St. Joseph the
Worker’s 22nd annual
Guardians Gala.

Photo submitted
Staff and volunteers at the Steveston Medicine Shoppe Pharmacyw
helped with a food drive.

Richmond Hospital Auxiliary Thrift Shop | 3731 CHATHAM STREET, STEVESTON

CURIO SALE IS BACK!

SAT. DEC. 15 | 9AM - 3 PM

If you are looking for beautiful and vintage treasures, bone china, art, old books and
toys, gold or silver jewellery, vinyl records, vintage clothing, or other amazing
collectibles, then be here early for the best selection.
We accept cash or debit. Proceeds from the Thrift Store support the purchase of medical equipment and healthcare programs in Richmond.
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

/RICHMONDHOSPITALTHRIFTSHOP

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@THRIFTSHOP1976

LIKE US ON INSTAGRAM
@RHATHRIFTSTORE

26 |

Mid-December 2018

RICHMOND SENTINEL

richmondsentinel.ca

Mid-December 2018

SPORTS | 27

After 100 years, BC Hockey focuses on the future
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

A

s BC Hockey commemorates its
100th anniversary with a year-long
celebration of Canada’s favourite pastime, the newly-formed Richmond
Jets represent the future.
Officially recognized as a minor
hockey association May 27, the Jets
are the result of a merger between
two previously long-established local programs (Richmond and Seafair)
that dated back to the 1960s. Reflective of their moniker, the Jets’ mission
is to further grow the game by being
“dedicated to providing an accessible
opportunity for the youth of our community to grow through sport.” Guided
by the values of fair play, respect and
inclusiveness, the goal is to promote
determination and hard work as a
path to success and to make hockey
fun and enjoyable for all.
Organized hockey in B.C. dates back
to 1912, with the first amateur league
organized under the BC Amateur
Athletic Union. Seven years later the
BC Hockey Association was formed,
with Premier John Oliver its honourary
president. There were only three ice
rinks in the province at the time, and
the game—in B.C. at least—was still
seven a side. It wasn’t until 1933 when,
with unanimous support of members,
divisions for midget- and juvenile-aged
players debuted. Playdowns were first
held five years later. Bantam became a
reality in 1960 and Peewee in 1969.
“BC Hockey has been integral in
helping to grow the game of hockey in
our province,” says Richmond’s Lynne
Kiang, president of Pacific Coast

Photo by Don Fennell
Richmond’s Lynne Kiang is president of the Pacific Coast Hockey
Association.
Hockey Association, which represents
the district from Sunshine Coast to
Hope and Whistler to Surrey.“They are
involved in hockey at all levels from
minor to the NHL and international
game. The upcoming World Junior
Hockey Championships (Dec. 26 to
Jan. 5) is an example of the scope of
involvement that BC Hockey brings.
They also support grassroots programs, elite development, coaching,
refereeing and volunteer support. BC
Hockey also provides the different
districts the opportunity to share and
learn from each other.”
Kiang notes that amateur hockey is
mostly run by volunteers and is proud
of the way they step up.
“There is a lot of passion and emotion in hockey, and that is also exhibited by the many volunteers. Through
thick and thin, as was recently demonstrated when the Humboldt team bus

crashed, I think it is amazing what the
hockey community accomplishes together.”
In the Pacific Coast region, the 42
member associations offer an array
of programs for youth aged four to
21, but also contribute to the fabric of
their communities. Female hockey is
thriving in the Lower Mainland, and the
area also sports Junior B, Junior A, university, the Western Hockey League
and the National Hockey League.
Kiang says the game has changed
significantly over the years and perhaps the most progress has been
made on safety.
“This includes equipment changes
for players, safety policies for minor
associations and for teams and team
officials and support of programs like
the Hockey Canada Safety Program,
Respect In sport and the Concussion
Awareness Training Tool, as well as

improved training for on-ice officials.
Removing bodychecking from recreational hockey is another example of
a positive change for safety.”
But Kiang says sportsmanship between players, fans and toward officials in an area that still needs work.
“Hockey is an amazing sport but it is
hurt by the images of the poor sportsmanship of just a few,” she says.“I also
believe that the cost of playing hockey has to continue to be addressed.
Too often, I hear of stories of families
choosing other sports because of the
cost. This is not good for hockey in
general. Thirdly, I think that we need
to be doing more to bring new players into the game, especially at the
younger ages and for female hockey.
In general, the trend is towards lower
registration and we need to reverse
this trend. Programs like First Shift and
the Canucks Learn to Play are excellent examples of fun and inexpensive
introductions to the game.”
This year, Pacific Coast is also making advances like embarking on electronic scoresheets. And Kiang is looking forward to many more exciting
developments.
As a whole, BC Hockey has come a
long way from its early days and shown
leadership and innovation. It was BC
Hockey that proposed a nationwide
celebration of the game that became
Minor Hockey Week, and introduced
the mandatory wearing of helmets.
Today, BC Hockey oversees some
58,000 players, 10,000 coaches and
4,600 officials and 20,000 volunteers
while being committed to positive lifelong hockey experiences.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca

Thursday, Dec. 13 vs. Mission City Outlaws
at Minoru Arenas
NEXT HOME GAME

DEC. 20 VS PORT MOODY PANTHERS
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Sutherland shares the official story
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

T

hough it was 18 years ago, for Kelly
Sutherland it’s as if it was yesterday. His first NHL game.
“I remember Rob Blake of the LA
Kings coming up to me on his first
shift, congratulating me, and telling
me to have a great career. After that,
it was all back to business.”
Fast forward, and Sutherland is now
one of the league’s senior referees
nearing 1,200 games officiated. And
Blake is approaching two years as
general manager of the Kings.
How time flies.
Growing up in Richmond, Sutherland, 47, realized early that his prospects of making the NHL as a player
were slim. At the time, size was still a
priority, so Sutherland wisely changed
his focus to the art of officiating. Advancing through the ranks, from minor hockey to the WHL, he demonstrated a calm demeanour and ability
to communicate that earned him
wide-spread respect from coaches
and players alike. It wasn’t long before
the NHL came calling, and on Dec. 19,
2000 he refereed his first game at the
Great Western Forum in Inglewood,
California between the Kings and Atlanta Thrashers (now the Winnipeg
Jets). Three years later, he earned his
first playoff assignment working a series between the New Jersey Devils
and Boston Bruins. The quality and
consistency of his work has been
further recognized through the years
with five Stanley Cup finals (the latest
being last year’s series between the
Washington Capitals and Vegas Golden Knights), an all-star game, the 2015
Winter Classic, the 2016 World Cup
of Hockey, and the 2014 gold medal
game at the Olympic Winter Games.
Sutherland considers it an honour
to have worked so many memorable
games.
“I will always remember my first

Photo courtesy City of Richmond
Richmond’s Kelly Sutherland has enjoys widespread respect among players and coaches in the NHL.
NHL game, but there are many more
including my first Stanley Cup final
between Philadelphia and Chicago in
2010,” he says. “I was working Game 6
and Patrick Kane scored in OT to win
the Cup for Chicago. Being on the ice
for that was very memorable. When
you are working, everything is a blur.
You are so in the zone that you don’t
realize until it is over. It is when you decompress that it all sinks in. It is why
my first final is very memorable. It was
hockey at the highest level of pressure, with the highest stakes.”
Sutherland says last year’s Stanley
Cup Finals were notable because of
the interaction by the fans, while the

Winter Classic is so different from
working in a regular arena because
the cheers from the crowd are delayed.
“The fans are so far away and when
they cheer it is like rolling thunder
coming in,” he says. His memories of
the Olympics in Sochi, Russia reflect
the values Pierre de Coubertin most
envisioned when he revised the modern Games.
“I will long remember the crew he
was fortunate enough to work with,”
he says. “It didn’t matter what country we were from, we were chosen
to work because we were trusted to
maintain the integrity of the game. We

were all born Canadians, but we were
still trusted by Canada’s opponent
(Sweden) as the best to do the job.”
Sutherland has had many role models in his climb up the officiating ladder. Growing up, it was his dad and his
friends who officiated with him.
As he moved up the ranks, Sutherland continued to be a sponge learning as much as he could from co-workers. In the NHL, that list included such
legendary referees as Bill McCreary,
Paul Devorski, Dan Marouelli and Kerry Fraser.
“I tried to take from each of them
See Page 29
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SUTHERLAND
From Page 28
something that would me do my job better,” he explains.“They all had so much to offer.”
His advice to aspiring officials is to be patient, and
when the opportunity comes to execute it to the
best of your ability.
“Never take a night off. Someone is always watching and noticing,” he says.
Ben Kiang is one of those young referees Sutherland has inspired to take up officiating. As he climbs
the proverbial ladder, the young Richmondite keeps
a close eye on his longtime idol.
“Knowing that someone from my hometown was
able to make it really motivated me to pursue officiating at a higher level,” says Kiang.“Every time you
walk into the Richmond Ice Centre, you see his jersey and it’s a constant reminder of what is possible.

Kelly is a smaller guy like myself, so I have always
tried to learn as much as I could from him.”
Kiang appreciates Sutherland’s well-established
and highly-regarded communication skills.
“Watching clips of him mic’d up during the playoffs really shows how much respect the players and
coaches have for him,” Kiang says.
One of the more important lessons Sutherland
took away is being able to block the outside noise
and just focusing on doing the job.
“It is the only way to do the job successfully—
eliminate as many distractions as possible and just
focus on the task at hand,” he says.
Sutherland is also proud of his ability to effectively communicate with players and coaches, having
built up a rapport over the years that is so important.
“Rapport and respect are most important. You
earn those from having good judgment and doing
the job well,” he says.
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Preparing for another game day, Sutherland sits
down for breakfast with his crew before hitting the
gym for a light workout. At lunch, the crew meets
again to discuss tonight’s game.
The schedule can be a grind at times, and Sutherland cherishes the time he’s able to spend with
his family, and being able to sneak out for the odd
round of golf.
But Sutherland is eternally grateful for his path in
life.
“The games and career have been everything I
could have dreamed of,” he says. “The best part is
the team of NHL officials I have been able to part of.
A truly great family. When we leave the rink after a
game, as long as both teams know we worked hard
and did everything on my crew’s part to uphold the
integrity of the game. The ultimate goal for me as an
official is that win or lose, the teams involved felt a
fair game took place.”
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca

Honoured to be inducted to Richmond Sports Wall of Fame
Sports officials generally see
themselves as the Rodney Dangerfields of their profession. Outside of the close officiating family,
there’s isn’t a lot of acknowledgement for the important roles they
play. That leaves accolades few
and far between.
So when longtime NHL referee
Kelly Sutherland (whose NHL jersey hangs prominently in the Richmond Ice Centre lobby to inspire
local youth) learned he was being
inducted to the Richmond Sports
Wall of Fame recently, he was naturally elated. And a little surprised.
“This recognition is truly an honour,” he said, quick to credit the
many people that have helped him
along the way to his success.
“People who gave me opportunities and guidance, mentors on and
off the ice, as well as my teammates
I go to work with every game. I owe
them al a great amount of gratitude,” he says.
“And last but not least, my family
who have been my greatest supporters through good and tough
times. This award would not have
been possible of not for everyone’s

Photo by Chung Chow
Recently inducted into the Richmond Sports Wall of Fame, Richmond’s Kelly Sutherland has enjoyed a
stellar career as a NHL referee.
help.”
Sutherland, who began officiating locally at the age of 11, cherishes the fact he made it to the top of
his profession, and is even more
appreciative now that he is a senior

referee in the NHL.
“I get to lead my team by example, and share knowledge and wisdom with the next generation of
referees coming into the league,”
he says. (Hockey) is a great game

to be part of, and I have been very
fortunate to have made a career of
it. Even after all these years, there
is not a day I don’t enjoy going to
work.”
– By Don Fennell
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VIDEO

2019 HIGH SCHOOL

GRAD CHALLENGE

30-SECOND

CONTEST

FOR RICHMOND BRAGGING RIGHTS AND MORE. OH SNAP!
EL
RICHMOND SENTIN
July 2018

ts cong ratulates the

White Spot Restauran

Which of these 10 high schools will
come out on top?

Grad Class of 2018

iffins 2018
Congratulations Gr

Photo summited
Hong
thanks to an entry by
l Dry Grad Video Contest,
Hugh Boyd
the winner of the inaugura from Matthew McNair Secondary and
pictured above, was
as well as a $150 pizza
likes, beating out entries
y's Grad class of 2018,
Parents Association,
the most Facebook
RC Palmer Secondar
the Richmond District
Liu. Their entry received
won a $250 prize courtesy
Ming Wang and Nicole
Palmer
photo,
cover
this back
Secondary. Aside from
Pizza.
Boston
courtesy
party

:

#
#
#
#
#

Hugh Boyd
Burnett
Cambie
MacNeill
McMath

#
#
#
#
#

McNair
McRoberts
Richmond High
Palmer
Steveston-London

Full-page photo in The Richmond Sentinel

HOW TO ENTER
Submit 30 to 45 second video about: a) hazards of impaired driving OR b) perils of drug abuse.
Email them to martinv@richmondsentinel.ca
Entry Deadline: Video must be submitted to The Richmond Sentinel by Friday, May 3, 2019 at noon.
Criteria: Video with most Facebook likes by Friday, June 1, 2019 will be declared winner
Limit: A maximum of three videos will be accepted per high school.
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Jets hosting 38th holiday
hockey classic
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

S

even years ago, one of the NHL’s
current young guns spent a portion of his Christmas holidays playing
hockey in Richmond.
And even then it was apparent Auston Matthews was special.
The Toronto Maple Leafs’ star centre was a member of the Arizona
Bobcats U16 AAA team participating
in the Midget Major Division at the
2012 Richmond International Bantam
Midget Hockey Tournament. Sporting
his familiar No. 34, he scored seven
goals (nearly a quarter of his team’s total) in seven games to lift his team to a
5-2 record.
The tournament has been a launching pad for other future NHLers as
well, notably former New Jersey forward Scott Gomez who suited up for
a team from Anchorage, Alaska in the
1990s. Alaska has been a consistent
supporter of the tournament, sending
several teams each year.
The 2018 tournament, sponsored

essional.

AT THE

Gulf of GeorGia cannery
N AT I O N A L

Oct 21
Nov 4 & 18
Dec 2,9 & 16

Photo by Don Fennell
Hungary was a winner at the
2017 Richmond Bantam Midget
tournament.
by the Sheraton, Marriott and Hilton
Vancouver Airport hotels, will be the
38th annual and the first with the
Richmond Jets (an amalgamation of
Richmond and Seafair minor hockey
associations) as hosts. It is scheduled
for Dec. 26 to 31 with games at Minoru
Arenas, Richmond Ice Centre and the
Richmond Olympic Oval.
In all, more than 70 rep teams will
participate in the event which is one of
the biggest in North America.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca

Q&A with Your Community Professional.

110-10791 No. 3 Road, Richmond

Q: Is cremation less expensive?
A: In general, cremation is less expensive than burial because you can place

your loved one’s urn at home after the service. Even if a family wants to place their
loved one’s urn at any cemetery, most of the niche spaces are less expensive
than burial plots. Can-Trust-Funeral Ltd has a selection of affordable cremation
caskets and urns for families and also, we have private plots at various cemeteries
for families who choose to bury their loved ones.

Feb 3 & 17
Mar 3, 17 & 31
Apr 14 & 28

To advertise, call Willy Wu 604-366-6066.

Funeral Services

604-376-7975
can-trust-funeral@outlook.com

S I T E

Sundays 10am to 3pm / le dimanche 10h à 15h
canneryfarmersmarket.org

To advertise, call Willy Wu 604-366-6066.
Tony Chun Pun Chan
Can-Trust-Funeral Ltd.
Funeral Director/Embalmer

H I S T O R I C

DOWNLOAD
OPERATION RED NOSE’S
FREE MOBILE APPS!
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Photos by Chung Chow
McMath Wildcats’ guard Caitlyn Badley-Tse takes the ball up the floor versus the Steveston-London Sharks

Wildcats poised to remain a hoop force
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

R

ichmond has been synonymous
with basketball for as long as
most can remember. Not that many
seasons ago, arriving for a game
between Richmond and Steveston
hours before tip-off still wouldn't
guarantee you a seat.
But while interest today remains
high, there are signs times are
changing.
"I am worried about the state of
high school girls basketball in Richmond," says Chris Kennedy, coach
of the R.A. McMath Wildcats senior
team which is the only Lower Mainland squad ranked provincially.
"The loss of a junior league (this
season) makes it more challenging
to run programs. You look across
the schools and there are not many

programs. With girls you have some
good teams but not many programs."
Kennedy says it's different on the
boys' side, with a number of strong
and competitive programs. The top
players are as good as they have
ever been in the community, but
there is not much of a second tier
of players right now. I am not sure
the cause—maybe sports specialization, maybe it is a lack of strong
programs (or) maybe it is changing
interests in the community."
McMath is a bit of a bubble when
it comes to girls sports, Kennedy
points out.
"There is a lot of participation and
benefit from a number of strong
community coaches," he says. "And
you get parents, grandparents, alumni and community at our games. This
is very unique, and it something spe-

cial that has been built. And when
you look down the line McMath girls'
basketball looks to continue to be a
provincial contender for at least the
next five years. It would be better
for the game, though, if it was more
like the boys with multiple teams in
Richmond in the hunt every year."
The 2018-19 Wildcats appear to
have all the ingredients for success.
So much so, they should not only
contend for city honours but also
for the Crehan Cup as the best in
the district.
But they've lost several key starters from last year's team to graduation, and must re-establish themselves as a dominant force. In their
league opener Dec. 3 versus the
Steveston-London Sharks, the Wildcats showed stretches of strong
play but were not as consistent as
they'll need to be to compete with

the best teams in the province.
"We turned the ball over too much
and were sloppy with our passes,"
Kennedy says.
However, he remains confident
the girls will figure it out and be on
the same page by early in the new
year.
"It is definitely an adjustment for
us. We have three girls who played
Grade 9 last year and two girls who
were in Grade 7, and now we're asking them to be major contributors at
the senior level," Kennedy explains.
"The game is faster and more physical so that is an adjustment.
Though she is only in Grade 8,
Marina Radocaj gives the Wildcats
some added height, and Kennedy
believes the team is deeper than it
has been the last few years.
See Page 33
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Sockeyes growing
day by day
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

A

Jayna Wilson fends off a Shark.

Elizabeth Kennedy plays keepaway.

WILDCATS
From Page 32
Against Steveston-London, McMath rolled
all 12 players for most of the game. They
looked good, even dominating early to build
up an 11-0 lead, but must take care of the ball
better.

"Some of that will come with experience,"
Kennedy says. "There was definitely some
nervousness for this game as it was seen as a
key league opponent."
One bad week last year in February spoiled
the Wildcats' plans, and ended their season
early. They are determined to make sure that
is not repeated.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca

fter starting the season undefeated in September, the
Richmond Sockeyes as expected came back to earth.
But one of the youngest teams in the Pacific Junior Hockey League is still in the thick of things as we head into a new
calendar year.
Trying to defend a provincial championship is no easy feat,
particularly when you lose most of the team to graduation.
But despite their youth, the 2018-19 Sockeyes are turning
more than a few heads with their play.
“It doesn’t come easy,” says head coach Brett Reusch. “A
lot of players want to play Junior A, and while wins and losses (Sockeyes are currently 17-7-2-1) are important there’s
more to it. At the end of the day we, as the Sockeyes, like
to measure how many players we put up to the next level.”
When Reusch and general manager Richard Petrowsky
were deciding the makeup of this year’s team, there were
many things to consider. Replacing talented players was difficult enough. But adding individuals with strong character
was equally important.
“I think we have the mix to make a good playoff run,” says
Reusch.“They’ve also been good about accepting roles (for
the good of the team). Scoring goals is nice, but players also
have to realize that not everyone can play the powerplay.
And preventing goals is just as important as being a goal
scorer.”
Captain Matt Brown, one of the few returning players
from the 2018 Cyclone Taylor Cup champions, says every
year is different because of the developmental nature of the
league. But he says seeing the Sockeyes bring in such quality young players confirms “what an unbelievable organization we have here.”
“At the end of the day, with such a young team, it all comes
down to buying in as a group,” Brown says. “This team has
really come together, regardless of how many years they’ve
played in the league.”
Obviously, one of the big contributors to the Sockeyes’
success has been goaltender Jeremy Kelleway whose 1.95
goals against average is among the best in the league.
“The confidence Jeremy gives us night in and night out
has been that extra boost we’ve needed in some of those
close game,” says Brown.
• The Sockeyes are scheduled to play at Langley on Dec.
12 and host Mission City Outlaws on Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. at Minoru Arenas. Their remaining games in December are Dec.
20 versus Port Moody Panthers at 7 p.m. at Minoru, and
Dec. 23 versus Grandview Steelers at Burnaby Winter Club.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca
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FREE Classifieds

Richmond classifieds to advertise your lost
& found items, volunteer opportunities, pets,
sale items, events and free stuff!

To post your FREE 25-word classified, please email us at classifieds@richmondsentinel.ca. Deadline: Friday, Dec. 21 the January 2019 issue.
Car for sale

Employment opportunity

1984 VW 7-seat Vanagon. Original owner.
300,000K, Factory rebuilt engine with 140,000 km
on it. Block heater. Licensed. Runs. Old. $3,500
firm. Note: is not the camperised version. Reply to
lgraves@richmondsentinel.ca with Vanagon in the
subject line.

Mobile dental hygienist (365 day exempt)
with 30 years experience, comes to your home, if
you are disabled, house-bound or elderly. Please call
Linda at 604-231-9747 for information/ appointment.

Study participants
Seeking both healthy adults and people
with inflammatory arthritis for a study on the
health benefits of everyday activities. Contact:
Flora To-Miles at 604-364-6223 or fto-miles@
arthritisresearch.ca. bit.ly/2EMfVQm

Santa’s helper

Want to be a Santa's Helper at the Richmond
Hudson's Bay store? We need volunteers. Contact
Jennifer Liu at jennifer.liu@hbc.com 604-273-3844
ext. 355. The volunteer shifts are 4 hours long. You
have the options of weekends or Friday nights.
SALESPERSON WANTED. Looking for an
Please join us!
energetic, go-getter who speaks confidently,
is fluent in English, loves helping people and is
Stand up comedy
interested in joining a growing newspaper’s sales
force. Send in a cover letter and your resume to: Stand up comedy open mic night every
martinv@richmondsentinel.ca
Wednesday evening at 8 pm at Kingswood Pub,
9371 No. 5 Rd. Comics and audience welcome.
Addiction help
Comics please sign in with Melanie at the pub by
Have a problem with Alcohol or Drugs? 7:30 pm. Come join in the fun! No cover charge.
We can help! Turning Point Recovery Society
Information Session. Dec. 18, 6:30 to 8 pm, Storeys
Café, 8080 Anderson Ave.

December answers

Pick up a copy of The Richmond Sentinel
from the following locations:
Gurdial S. (Dale)
Badh Group

• Richmond City Hall • Seafair Centre • Blundell Centre
• Richmond Public Libraries • Esso Gas (Hamilton)
• Minoru Aquatic Centre • Pharmasave Richlea
• Richmond Hospital • Cambie Plaza • IGA
• Lansdowne Centre • Richmond Country Farms
• Save-On-Foods • PriceSmart Foods • Minoru Arenas
• Richmond Centre • Watermania • Pioneer’s Pub
• Central at Garden City • Shoppers Drug Mart
• Delta Shopping Centre (Richmond)

See our ad
on the back page
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MANSIONS PUT
ON SMALL FAR SQUEEZE
MERS
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Broadmoor and

Seafair

See our ad on PageLocations
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It’s not size but
soaring land prices
that matter most
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Coun. Harold
Steves said it’s
not so much that
small parcels,
putting them
mansions are
further out of
using up land
reach for small
that’s farmable.
farmers.
It’s that they’re

hyper-inflating
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Chow
property prices
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Eugene Sheffer’s crossword
Faxed

5

Ado

9

Squid squirt

12

Designer Rabanne

13

Part of Q.E.D.

14

Junior

15

With no

sudoku
The goal of Sudoku is to fill a 9x9 grid with
numbers so that each row, column and 3x3
section contain all of the digits between 1 and 9.

ACROSS
1

| 35

instrumental
accompaniment
17

Past

18

Molds

19

Bigwig

21

UFO pilot

22 Arbiter
24 Fuzzy image
27 Clear the deck?

Tic-Tac-Logic

28 Stately trees
31

Goal

32 Bankbook abbr.
33 Zodiac feline

56 Attempt

34 Owed amount

22 Singer Norah

45 Saxophone range

23 Plotting

46 Endure

36 Ultramodernist

DOWN

24 Abysmal

49 Punk rock offshoot

37 Six-pack units

1

Hot tubs

25 Fib

50 LBJ’s successor

38 Flat floaters

2

Apiece

26 Parasol

40 Opposite of nyet

3

March Madness gp. 27 Gum flavor

41

Amazon’s virtual

4

Hat

29 Gents

assistant

5

Bank charges

30 “Mayday!”

43 Tea type

6

Web address

35 Levy

47 Crony

7

Pitcher Maglie

37 Insertion symbols

48 Brain parts

8

Rise

39 Confronted

51

9

Actress Rossellini

40 Society newcomer

10

Scrapped mission

41

Tin Man’s need

52 Austen novel
53 Body pics

11 Handle
54 School support org. 16 Favorite
55 Word of warning
20 Bio stat

Per person

42 Cannes milk
43 Warmth
44 Humdrum

Answers will be posted
in the next issue in
January.

A one player game, the object of the game is to place
X's or O's in the squares grid. There cannot be more
than two consecutives X's or O's in a row or column.
There are equal of X's and O's in the same row and
column and all rows and columns are unique.
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Gurdial S. (Dale) Badh Group

604-303-SOLD (7653)

Serving Vancouver, Richmond, North Delta, Ladner, Surrey, White Rock, Langley, Burnaby and Beyond.
$1,399,900.00

$6,200,000.00

4211 No. 5 Road

DESIRABLE EAST CAMBIE 8,7311 Sq.
Ft. Lot. 1,820 sq ft older family home
offers 4 bedrooms 3 bathroom. Super
neighborhood to call home. Very close to
Schools, Shopping Community Center
and Parks.

$ 2,800,800.00
EACH

NEW LISTING

EXCLUSIVE
LISTING

8720 No. 5 Road

Rarely available 9.8 acre property zoned
AG-1 agricultural. Public Assembly/ Institutional use to allow for Churches, Temples,
Mosques, Schools etc are permitted on
the front 2 acres and remaining acreage
must remain farmland.
Call Dale for more details

$1,299,000.00

$4,999,900.00

$3,890,000.00

14260 Westminster Hwy
5 ACRES IN EAST RICHMOND. 1st time on
the market. Here's your opportunity to own
farmland in this sought after area of Richmond.
Approx. 2,500 square foot family home is well
kept & solid built. 3 bedrooms 2 bathrooms on
2 levels. system. Huge workshop out back with
attached covered Close to shopping, transit,
and all major routes.

8331 No. 6 Road
Luxurious Custom Designed & Built
Family home on 1 acre. Quality and
attention to detail throughout. 6 bedrooms
7 bathrooms with over 8000 square feet
living space and a Coach House. Quality
and attention to detail throughout.

LAND & FARM LISTINGS
Richmond

4831 & 4851 Williams Road
DEVELOPERS ALERT! Both lots are
66'x 150' / 9900 square foot lot. Opportunity for possible future re-zoning to
facilitate low density Townhouses.

$2,900,000.00

NEW LISTING

11591 Seahurst Road
SOUGHT AFTER IRONWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD! Prime location to raise your
family with everything at your fingertips.
60'X140' lot. Close to shopping, parks,
schools, Hwy 99 for quick access North
and South .
$2,888,800.00

NEW LISTING

22451 Gilley Road
8 acres
22280 River Road
8.1 acres
14300 Burrows Road
5.3 acres
14400 Burrows Road
3.7 acres
11500 Westminster Hwy
0.5 acre
10451 Palmberg Road
2.41 acres
14260 Westminster Hwy
5 acres
*8720 no. 5 Road
9.8 acres
*Rarely available Zoning AG-1 for Possible Public Assembly
Call Dale for more details on any of these properties!

SEASON'S GREETINGS TO YOU

10511 Bridgeport Road
DEVELOPER ALERT! BE Part of
a LAND ASSEMBLY on the corner
of Bridgeport and Mclennan Ave.
PRIME LOCATION!!! LOT SIZE
9,548 SQUARE FOOT.

23500 Westminster Hwy

Developers/Investors - great investment
property! Future Richmond "Hamilton
Plan" will allow possible re-zone to
multi-family. Almost 22,000 sq ft property
in rapidly developing area. Rancher with
several detached workshops/outbuildings. Completely fenced/gated & private
with room for RV's, trailer parking, etc.

I would like to express my sincere thanks for your
trust, confidence and friendship over the years.
It's you who have made my business a success!
Wishing you a New Year filled with Joy,
Peace and Prosperity.
Gurdial S. (Dale) Badh and Family.

www.GurdialBadhGroup.com Gurdial S. (Dale) Badh - RE/MAX Real Estate Services, 410-650 W41st Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6Z 2M9
The above information while deemed to be correct, is not guaranteed. This advertisement is not intended to solicit properties already under contract.
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We save animals’ lives. We hope to make you – and all
Richmond residents – proud of our efforts. Here is how
we do it:

RAPS CITY OF RICHMOND
ANIMAL SHELTER
Since 2007, the City of Richmond has entrusted RAPS with the
operations of the City Animal Shelter. Since then, we have saved
and improved the lives of thousands of animals in Richmond.
We are your voice for animal welfare and care. Together we are
making a positive difference.

RAPS ANIMAL HOSPITAL

The Regional Animal Protection Society, which was
founded in Richmond and remains based in this community,
is honoured to present this report to you.
Everything we do is possible because we have the
support of people who understand that animals make our
lives, families, neighbourhoods and communities safer,
healthier and happier.
Over the past quarter-century, we have grown from a small,
entirely volunteer organization into an expansive, multi-faceted
agency that is responsible for the welfare of all animals in
Richmond, including wildlife and livestock. Yet we remain deeply
committed to our roots. Volunteerism and community support
are central to every area of programs and services. Thousands
of volunteers and supporters make all of this possible.

We are proudly a Richmond community
organization!

2018

COMMUNITY REPORT
We wish to thank residents of Richmond for making RAPS one
of the most respected animal organizations in British Columbia.

Opened in February 2018, our state-of-the-art, full-service,
not-for-profit veterinary facility provides preventative care and
medical treatment for your animals. When you choose the
RAPS Animal Hospital, your vet fees are reinvested to save and
improve the lives of less fortunate animals. We have exciting
news – see inside.

RAPS CAT SANCTUARY
The RAPS Cat Sanctuary – Canada’s Cat Sanctuary – is the largest
in Canada and one of the biggest in North America. Many of the
Sanctuary’s residents come from communities in B.C. where they
would have been euthanized. Because of RAPS’ decades of service
to Richmond, we are one of the few cities in B.C. without a feral
cat problem.

RAPS THRIFT STORES
Our two RAPS Thrift Stores support our Cat Sanctuary and
subsidize the RAPS Animal Hospital (keeping vet fees low for you).
So many hidden treasures and deals are to be found. We welcome
your donations – which help us save and improve the lives of
animals while contributing to the upcycling economy!

Everything RAPS does is founded on our no-kill
promise to save and improve the lives of animals.
Shelter + Sanctuary + Hospital + Foster program + Animal
Food Bank + Your Support = More Lives Saved!

RAPS ANIMAL HOSPITAL SERVICES
Comprehensive Dog & Cat Wellness Health Services
Orthopedic, TPLO, Spay/Neuter & Other Surgeries
Digital X-ray, Ultrasound & In-house Diagnostics

RAPS-Community-Report-Resized2.indd 1
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Dear Friends,
We are YOUR community organization committed to saving and improving the lives of animals.
This Report to the Richmond Community demonstrates the Regional Animal Protection Society’s successes this past year.
Some of the success are:
• Renewal of the contract to operate the City of Richmond Animal Shelter;
• Opening of the RAPS Animal Hospital, the largest not-for-profit veterinary facility in the region. Since RAPS is an organization owned
by the community for the community, our hospital is your hospital;
• Working with the City of Richmond to build a new City Animal Shelter;
• Providing more than $300,000 in fully or partially subsidized veterinary assistance this year;
• Delivering $70,000 in animal food bank assistance to households in Richmond;
• Caring for more than 1,000 animals in 2018, including strays, surrenders, fosters and other cases;
• Fostering 92 animals who have not yet been adopted;
• Caring for almost 500 cats in our Sanctuary – the largest of its kind in Canada.
RAPS exists because you want us to care for the animals in our community.
Our challenges are many. As populations increase, more stray animals need protecting. More cruelty and abuse cases require investigation. The lack of affordable
or available housing affects all families and their ability to have a pet. More people and other animal organizations need help with rising costs in animal healthcare.
Richmond and all Metro Vancouver communities are growing and more people are adopting companion animals. With this growth comes challenges and the need
for RAPS to advocate on your behalf. For more than two decades, Richmond has been one of Canada’s most animal-affirmative cities. We appreciate that our elected
officials recognize the individual and community benefits of animal companionship.
These are just some of the issues we are dealing with as part of our mandate to improve the lives of animals and people.
We have many great developments to share with the Richmond community. Thank you for reading this report. We hope it makes you proud of our successes –
which are all possible because of you!

Sincerely,

Fearn Edmonds, President

Eyal Lichtmann, CEO & Executive Director

SUITE 201–13340 SMALLWOOD PL ACE, RICHMOND, BC, V6V 1W8

•

T 604-242-1661

•

RAPSBC.COM

CUT OUT AND BRING IN TO REDEEM

RAPS-Community-Report-Resized2.indd 2
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THE RAPS ANIMAL HOSPITAL
MODEL FOR COMMUNITY SUPPORT
We built the RAPS Animal Hospital to deliver affordable
animal healthcare for your companion animals – and to
reinvest proceeds back in the community to save animals’
lives and make life better for everyone in Richmond.
RAPS is sharing our resources with other animal agencies.
We have partnered with the BC SPCA to provide affordable
veterinary care at the RAPS Animal Hospital. Together,
our agencies are stretching the dollars of our respective
supporters to care for more animals.

RAPS-Community-Report-Resized2.indd 3
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RAPS CANADA’S
CAT SANCTUARY
The RAPS Cat Sanctuary is a testament
to our no-kill promise. Hundreds of cats,
most of whom are unadoptable, live a life
of contentment, with all the care they need
and want. Many or most would have faced
euthanasia in other jurisdictions.
The Sanctuary is open to the public most Sundays
(check our website for details: catsanctuary.ca).
You can support the Sanctuary by sponsoring a
resident cat for $25 a month (tax deductible –
also makes a great gift!). Your sponsorship will
be recognized with a Certificate and a
Feline Friend Card.

catsanctuary.ca/cat-sponsorship/

Bubbles

FERAL CAT FINDS FOREVER HOME

Bubbles was a feral cat, scavenging around a
neighbourhood of South Surrey. About two-anda-half years ago, the Milliken family noticed
Bubbles was spending a lot of time in their
backyard – and he wasn’t looking any too healthy.
They began feeding (and naming) Bubbles, but
while he welcomed the nourishment, he was too
long in the wild to allow them to get close.
Finally, the family all sat down together and
acknowledged that Bubbles may not be well and
that finding a place for him where he would receive
more attention and possibly assimilate into a
colony might be the best thing for him. They were
also very conscious that many animal organizations
would euthanize a cat with Bubbles’ history and
challenges.
That’s why they chose RAPS, which is a no-kill
organization.
The family managed to capture Bubbles, using a
humane trap provided by RAPS. He was brought to
the RAPS Animal Hospital for an exam and, it turns
out, he’s in pretty good condition for all he’s been

through. He had fleas, but that was the worst of his
ailments. He was neutered, tattooed and checked
for infectious diseases.
The Millikens were especially heartened when
they were introduced to a cat who arrived at the
Sanctuary about as feral as Bubbles, but who has
settled in beautifully to life in what has been called
Kitty Club Med.

Bubbles photo courtesy of Michele Wright, Furry Friends Photography

RAPS-Community-Report-Resized2.indd 4
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RAPS CITY OF RICHMOND
ANIMAL SHELTER

RAPS SAVES ANIMALS’ LIVES

For 12 years, RAPS has operated the City
of Richmond Animal Shelter. We are
responsible for animal protection and
enforcement – and that includes wildlife
and even farm animals, when necessary.

BECAUSE OF RAPS, Richmond has only
a few hundred feral cats – thanks to the
proactive advocacy of RAPS over the past
23 years.

The City of Richmond has approved
construction of a brand new, purpose-built
Animal Shelter, which will replace the current,
dated facility. RAPS is working closely with
city staff to help ensure the new Shelter
meets the needs of animals in our community
for decades to come.

| B5

Advocating for Richmond – Making a Difference

BECAUSE OF RAPS, and forward-thinking
residents and local governments, Richmond
was the first city in Canada to mandate the
spaying and neutering of pets and to ban
the sale of dogs and rabbits in pet stores.
BECAUSE OF RAPS, thousands of cats have
been moved into the RAPS Cat Sanctuary.
This has offset thousands of dollars in
expenses to City of Richmond taxpayers
annually.
BECAUSE OF RAPS, Richmond is home
to the largest not-for-profit animal hospital
in British Columbia – welcoming you and
your pets.

FOSTERING NETWORK
AND ANIMAL FOOD BANK
Our fostering network is a critical piece of our no-kill model.
In some jurisdictions, healthy animals are euthanized because
the shelters run out of space to house them.
Thanks to the devotion of scores of dedicated animal-loving
people, we have a fostering network that allows animals –
especially ones that face challenges being adopted and therefore
are likely to remain in-shelter for long periods – to find the
resilience to prepare for the next phase of their lives.
CUT OUT AND BRING IN TO REDEEM

RAPS-Community-Report-Resized2.indd 5

2018-12-06 4:46 PM

B6 |

RICHMOND SENTINEL

Mid-December 2018

IT’S NOT A JOB
IT’S A CALLING
The RAPS Animal Hospital is home to dedicated
staff, including our veterinarians, who are deeply
devoted to the well-being of animals and their
people. Together, our veterinarians have decades
of experience and come from a variety of backgrounds. Their choice to be a Doctor of Veterinary
Medicine (DVM) is, in each case, a calling driven
by a love of animals.
When the RAPS Animal Hospital first became a
possibility, two of our DVMs joined the Board of
Directors to help guide the process of building a
state-of-the-art animal hospital. Our lead DVM
has donated hundreds of hours to establish the
processes and policies for effective hospital
operations that reflect the values of the Regional
Animal Protection Society.

Honey ONE LUCKY CAT

We have found forever homes
for thousands of cats, dogs,
birds, small mammals and
others who were surrendered,
abandoned or otherwise
homeless. But “forever home”
doesn’t always mean a typical
family environment.

DOGTER LEVI

Each of our DVMs, along with the staff, donate
their time each week to RAPS animals and the
broader community. They examine the residents
at the RAPS Cat Sanctuary and go to the RAPSrun City of Richmond Animal Shelter to examine
the animals preparing for adoption or who have
been surrendered. They donate their time to
spay and neuter clinics for abandoned animals.
And they get their friends – other veterinarians –
to assist RAPS in these important activities.

One lucky cat – Honey – enjoys the attention of dozens
of residents at Rosewood Manor, an intermediate care
facility for seniors in Richmond. He had barely been in
the door when he was curling up on laps or stretching
out on beds throughout the facility.
The affection is reciprocated. Residents who have had
pets all their lives love having Honey around. And studies
show that companion animals help people ward off
both minor and serious health issues and recover faster
from incidents including strokes and heart attacks.

RAPS-Community-Report-Resized2.indd 6

As a not-for-profit, we set a vision for the
hospital that is dedicated to keeping costs
low for clients, oriented to breaking even
rather than maximizing profits, is responsive
to the community and dedicated to nurturing
an enviable workplace.

PHOTO: MICHELE WRIGHT,
FURRY FRIENDS PHOTOGRAPHY

For the dedicated veterinarians at the RAPS
Animal Hospital, caring for animals is not their
job, it is their calling.

2018-12-06 4:46 PM
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THE RAPS ANIMAL HOSPITAL
A FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE
The RAPS Animal Hospital is the
foundational core of the RAPS Model.
In time, it will ensure permanent financial
sustainability for the organization.
Until this year, we had been spending
hundreds of thousands of dollars annually
on external veterinary expenses for the
animals in our care. While there are some
specialty procedures that still require
external care, almost all our cats and dogs
are now treated in-agency.

RAPS ANIMAL HOSPITAL VIP PROGRAM
The RAPS Animal Hospital has created a VIP program that provides
25% off most in-hospital veterinary services, as well as other limited-time
specials, to a select group of clients.
If you have not yet registered for your VIP card, please do so at

www.rapsanimalhospital.com/vip-members
An ongoing special offer (time-limited) is 40% off a dental treatment.
Get full details online!

Crucially, the RAPS Animal Hospital is open
to the public. The revenue from services
to the public is reinvested to support all of
RAPS’ programs and services. This revenue,
combined with savings on external veterinary
expenses, will allow RAPS to save and improve
even more lives.

WALK-INS WELCOME!

HYPERBARIC
OXYGEN THERAPY
The RAPS Animal Hospital is about to become
the only veterinary facility in Canada providing
hyperbaric oxygen therapy.
Hyperbaric oxygen therapy, used for years in human
medical treatment, strengthens the body’s natural
healing process by inhalation of 100% oxygen while
the patient is inside a total body chamber, where
atmospheric pressure is increased and controlled.

RAPS-Community-Report-Resized2.indd 7

Once the hyperbaric equipment is installed and
operational, our veterinarians will be advising clients
on whether this therapy could be advantageous
for cardiovascular, pulmonary and immune system
issues, bone and tissue repair, central nervous
system effects and other conditions.
This is just one example of how the RAPS Animal
Hospital is a forward-looking facility offering a full
range of diagnostic services, veterinary care and
complementary therapies.

Coming February 1st, 2019 - Stay Tuned!

2018-12-06 4:46 PM
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IT TAKES A VILLAGE
The RAPS Animal Hospital is the result of an
extraordinary confluence of partnerships.
We have been incredibly fortunate to have the
support of socially responsible corporate partners
in this project. None of this would have been
possible without the kindness of Applewood Nissan
in the Richmond Auto Mall, which is providing
6,000 square feet of space to us rent-free – with
a value in excess of $500,000.

Euro THREE LEGS AND A WAGGING TAIL
The first RAPS animal treated at the hospital
was a very special case.
Euro, a young adult German shepherd-cross,
arrived at the City Shelter after being struck
by a car. She suffered trauma, including nerve
damage, called brachial plexus avulsion.
Amputation was indicated.

When you purchase an Applewood car – Nissan
or Kia – you are supporting animals.

“They can do great on three legs,” says
Dr. Assaf Goldberg, a vet at the RAPS Animal
Hospital.

Once the space was confirmed, we received a strong
vote of confidence from Vancity Credit Union, which
provided funding for the entire project.

In many other jurisdictions, there would have
been another option: euthanasia.

We were also fortunate to have a number of the
contractors and suppliers who were working on
the project provide generous contributions of
in-kind good and services. Our contractor Mainland
Ventures provided in-kind services and also found
economies that helped save hundreds of thousands
of dollars on the project. Mainland Ventures
specializes in home renovations.
As well, CRDS donated computer hardware and software
technological solutions expertise for the setup of the
hospital. They are exceptional IT experts.
We’d also like to thank the RiverRock Casino Resort
for being a pet-friendly hotel with partial proceeds
donated to RAPS.

RAPS is a no-kill animal-serving organization
and, because we operate the City of Richmond
Animal Shelter, Richmond is a no-kill community.
We would have saved Euro’s life no matter what.
But because we now have an in-agency veterinary

hospital, we are able to do this with no additional
impacts on our budget. That means we can save
and improve the lives of more animals like Euro.
“Her prognosis was good,” says Dr. Goldberg.
“Her life quality is excellent and she’s doing
great.”

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are the backbone of our organization. In
every area of our operations, a small core staff
team is supported by small armies of dedicated
people who make everything we do possible.
From Kitty Comforters, who make the transition
easier for new residents of our Cat Sanctuary, to dog
walkers who exercise and socialize those in our City
Shelter, everything depends on these folks who are
so generous with their time. It’s not all glamorous.
With 500 cats at our Sanctuary, there’s a lot of
scooping to do. … Be assured, though, that our
volunteer coordinators will ensure you are paired
with a task that meets your interests and abilities.

rapsbc.com/volunteer/

RAPS-Community-Report-Resized2.indd 8
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RAPS THRIFT STORES
Yes, that’s right: plural! We recently opened the
second outlet of the popular RAPS Thrift Store.
The original store, on Granville Avenue, just east
of Number 3 Road, is joined by a much-larger
space at 9040 Francis Road, at the corner of
Garden City.

We’re upping our ask. We are so fortunate to have
all this space for retail sales. And, right now, we’re
doing great, thanks to the generosity of a few
major contributors. However, we’re going to need
a steady stream of products coming in to keep our
customers happy.

The larger space allows us to showcase furniture
and other larger items, while the Granville location
is focused on antiques, housewares and smaller
treasures. Both locations have a giant selection
of clothing for kids, women and men. (And even,
sometimes, couture for animals!)

Please share the message with your friends:
Unlike at many thrift stores, which are operated
by for-profit companies, 100% of profits from the
two RAPS Thrift Stores go directly into saving
and improving the lives of animals.

RAPS Thrift Stores are an important revenue
generator for our programs and services.
They help the environment – and help all of
us get things we need (or want) at amazingly
low prices.

And RAPS VIP members get everything
at an additional 25% off our already
unbelievable prices. (Get your VIP card at
www.rapsanimalhospital.com/vip-members)

rapsbc.com/raps-thrift-store/
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RAPS 2016-2018
FINANCIAL &
OTHER SUCCESSES
• $800,000 turn-around in deficits and
liabilities
• Hundreds of new volunteers
• Opening of new RAPS administrative offices
(donated space)
• Opening of $1 million new RAPS Animal Hospital
(donated space by Applewood Nissan,
financed by Vancity)
• New RAPS animal control van
(donated by Applewood Nissan)
• Revitalizing the RAPS Canada Cat Sanctuary
(with more upgrades to come…)
• RAPS Cat Sanctuary sponsorships up 50%
• New contract with City of Richmond for
animal shelter operations and animal control
• Renovated City Animal Shelter and new trailer
addition (Thanks City of Richmond!)
• Opening of a second Thrift Store at Francis
& Garden City to great success
• New staff and managers throughout RAPS
providing professional oversight
• Expansion of RAPS programs in Richmond
• Attracting talented new additions to the
Board of Directors
• Attracting amazing new corporate sponsors

DOWNSIZING?
Consider donating to the RAPS Thrift Stores.
Moving into your first apartment? Come to the
RAPS Thrift Stores for the essentials. Spring
cleaning (or winter, or autumn, or summer, or
garage, or closet, or toolshed cleaning?) … think
of us first. Christmas or birthday gifts? Bargains
on clothes of every style for every season?
We’re your destination.

RAPS-Community-Report-Resized2.indd 9

• New financial controls throughout RAPS to
guarantee effective stewardship of
donor support
• RAPS is now a regional organization with
all assets still based in Richmond
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PARTNERSHIPS
RAPS has always sought out synergies with other organizations in the community to advance our mission of saving and improving
the lives of animals. This year, we celebrate a number of new – and extremely innovative – partnerships.

PANTHER CHEER ATHLETICS

KIDTROPOLIS

BC SPCA PARTNERSHIP

RAPS partnered with Panther Cheer Athletics for
the first annual Panther Pups & Puddles 5K Walk
for RAPS. Kids, parents, pups and friends raise
money to support RAPS programs. It was so
much fun last year we are doing it again on
January 12, 2019! Join us!

Kidtropolis, an interactive city model designed to
provide a safe, unique and realistic educational
environment, invited us to brand their vet facility
as the RAPS Animal Hospital.

The RAPS Animal Hospital will provide veterinary
services to the animals cared for by the BC SPCA.
And, just like every client who chooses the
RAPS Animal Hospital, the BC SPCA will be
supporting the entire range of programs both
our organizations deliver. Revenue generated
from the RAPS Animal Hospital, and monies
saved by the BC SPCA on animal health care,
help us fund the myriad programs and services
each of our organizations provides.

At an official grand opening event November 17,
RAPS representatives, including veterinary staff,
cut a ribbon and welcomed kids and their parents
to learn more about animal health care.

KITTY SNATCH
Kitty Snatch, a casual match-three game like
Candy Crush features real cat personalities in
the game.
Vancouver company airG Inc., which offers a
suite of multiplayer mobile games and social
entertainment applications, has developed a
RAPS Cat Sanctuary-branded version of Kitty
Snatch. Our very own Honey Bear – one of the
most beloved and recognizable residents of the
Sanctuary – is the featured cat. While the game
is completely free to download and play, it offers
in-game purchases … half of the revenues from
which will go to RAPS to help support the cats
at our Sanctuary.
Download the game at:
https://kittysnatch.com/raps
Have fun and know that you are helping
support our animals!

RAPS-Community-Report-Resized2.indd 10

THE RICHMOND SENTINEL
The Richmond Sentinel is an innovative newspaper
that sees community news as a civic resource and a
public trust. We are thrilled that they recognize that
animals make our lives, families, neighbourhoods
and communities safer, healthier and happier.
The Sentinel (RichmondSentinel.ca) invited RAPS
to connect with the community through a column
in every issue – including a feature that showcases
one of the animals available for adoption at the
Shelter.
We are honoured by this partnership, which allows
us to share the stories of success and challenges
we face as an organization and that our animals
experience with the entire community.
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THANK YOU FOR READING THIS REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY.
Everything you have read in this report has been made possible through the support of people just like you.
There are so many ways to help.

VOLUNTEER
More information about volunteering,
as well as relevant forms, are online at
rapsbc.com/volunteer. There’s a task for
every kind of animal-lover!

CAREERS
Considering animal care as a career? Already
in the field and looking for exciting new
opportunities in a warm, not-for-profit
environment? See openings and send your
resume at rapsbc.com/careers.

ADOPT OR FOSTER
Talk to your family about whether an animal
companion is right for you. See who is looking
for a forever family at rapsbc.com/adopt.

SPONSOR A CAT

CHOOSE A NOT-FOR-PROFIT
VETERINARY HOSPITAL
When you choose the RAPS Animal Hospital
for your animal’s care, you are helping support
all the programs and services RAPS delivers …
so we can save and improve the lives of less
fortunate animals! Book your first appointment
online at rapsanimalhospital.com or call
604-242-1666. If you’re not already a VIP,
register for your special privileges today at
rapsanimalhospital.com/vip-members.

SUPPORT RAPS THRIFT STORES

MAXIMIZE YOUR GIVING
We have financial experts and estate planning
lawyers who volunteer their time to ensure that
friends of RAPS can maximize the impact of your
giving. For more information about planned giving,
gifts-in-kind, corporate partnerships, securing
the future of your pets and other strategies
for impactful donations, call our team at
604-242-1661 or email admin@rapsbc.com.
Many businesses have matching gift opportunities
for employees. To see if your employer is among
them, go to rapsbc.com/matching-gift-programs/.

Donate to and shop at the two locations of the
RAPS Thrift Store in Richmond:

MAKE A ONE-TIME
OR MONTHLY CONTRIBUTION

8260 Granville Avenue, just east of No. 3 Road

Donate securely online at rapsbc.com/donateonline or call us at 604-242-1661. We are
available to accept donations at all RAPS locations.

9040 Francis Road, at Garden City
Details at rapsbc.com/raps-thrift-store

Hundreds of residents at the RAPS Cat Sanctuary
are looking for sponsors. For just $25 a month –
far less than the cost of a coffee a day – you can
support one of our cats. And it’s tax-deductible!
catsanctuary.ca/cat-sponsorship/.

To contribute by mail, please complete the form
on the following page and mail to:
Regional Animal Protection Society
201 – 13340 Smallwood Place
Richmond, B.C. V6V 1V8

Regional Animal Protection Society
#201-13340 Smallwood Place, Richmond, BC, V6V 1W8
Phone: (604) 285-7724 | Email: admin@rapsbc.com

www.rapsbc.com
REGISTERED CHARITY #890733777 RR0001
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