Dave
Van Hoeke
Your Steveston
Specialist

778-388-1965

VOL. 1 ISSUE 15

778.297.5005

October 2017

PLAYGROUND PLAN
GETS BIG BOOSTS
Townline Homes’ Rick
Ilich offers to match
elementary school’s
fundraising efforts

06
Photo by Chung Chow
Grandmother Luella Cook and Emi Dyck, parent advisory committee co-chair at Diefenbaker Elementary, are hoping their online auction will fund
a replacement of school’s withered wooden playground.

PLAY LIKE A PRO
TRAIN LIKE A PRO
U5-U7 $484 +GST

U11-U12 $550 +GST

Training (Fall/Winter) Training (Fall/Winter)
Sundays, 5:30-6:30pm Sundays, 5:30-6:45pm

U8-U10 $550 +GST U13-U16 $1000 +GST
Register at mb-sos.com Questions? 604.442.2481

Training (Fall/Winter) Training (Fall/Winter)
Sundays, 5:30-6:45pm Tue/Fri/Sun
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L&F

GARDEN CITY LANDS
RICHMOND BC
BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE
FOLLOWING ATTRACTIONS
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MUSIC & PERFORMANCES
LOCAL FOOD, BEER & WINE
AGRICULTURAL DISPLAYS
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STRAW BALE SLIDE
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MAIN STAGE
featuring local talent

MARKETPLACE
featuring local produce, baked
goods & more

CULINARY STAGE
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inspired dishes

TOWN PUB
featuring local craft beer
from Fuggles & Warlock
Craftworks and Britannia
Brewing Company and local
wine from Country Vines
Winery and Canada Berries
Enterprises

KWANTLEN
POLYTECHNIC
UNIVERSITY
Sustainable agriculture
platform

COUNTRY DINING
featuring local food vendors
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MEDIA
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Richmond’s seniors aging positively
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

T

he grey hair may be more noticeable, and the bones a little more
apt to creak. But the senior years can
also be as fulfilling as any.
A Positive Aging Campaign, two art
exhibits and a breakfast social are all
part of the City of Richmond’s weeklong celebrations starting with National Seniors Day Friday, Sept. 29.
Home to the longest life expectancy in Canada, with residents living an
average of 85.7 years (four years longer than the national average), Richmond’s moderate climate complements an active lifestyle prevalent in
the community. The city’s senior services and community partners further
advance a healthy mindset by providing a variety of recreational, wellness,
cultural, educational and social opportunities for those 55 and older.
“The City of Richmond is proud to be
an age-friendly city,” says Mayor Malcolm Brodie. “It is through initiatives
such as the Positive Aging Campaign
that we continue to recognize the value seniors hold within the Richmond
community.”
Each year, the City of Richmond creates a photo campaign showcasing
positive images of adults 55 and over
living in Richmond. This year’s campaign focuses on the talents, contributions and participation of seniors
and highlights those who continue to

be active in the community. The photo campaign
will be displayed at Minoru Place Activity Centre
and Richmond community
centres for one week starting Sunday, Oct. 1.
The public is also invited
to attend two free art exhibits celebrating seniors
in the community: Portraits of City Centre at City
Centre Community Centre
and Memories of Place at
Minoru Place Activity Centre.
Portraits of City Centre
features
photographic
Photo courtesy City of Richmond
images of seniors in the
Hing Ho, one of the seniors featured in the Positive Aging campaign. It runs for
community and celebrates
one week at the Minoru Place Activity Centre starting Sunday, Oct. 1.
their stories and individual
histories. The collection
Place exhibit, there will also be a free in to your local community centre and
will be on display throughout the photo and memory capture session quoting barcode #2115944.
month of October.
for adults 55 and over on Sept. 29. Call
With a vision to continue to build
Memories of Place features video 604-238-8450 starting Wednesday, a nurturing, connected community
recollections from Richmond pio- Sept. 27 at 9 a.m. to reserve a time slot. that promotes healthy and active agneers collected at the Canada 150
To wrap up the celebrations, City ing, the City of Richmond, with public
Pioneer Luncheon held in the spring Centre Community Centre is hosting input, has created an updated Seof this year; a photography exhibit a National Seniors Day breakfast so- niors Services Plan through 2020. The
capturing seniors from Minoru Place cial on Monday, Oct. 2 from 9:30 a.m. plan considers the latest population
Activity Centre celebrating the his- to 11:30 a.m. Seniors can celebrate projects, emerging social and health
tory and stories of the centre; and the day with a light meal while learn- trends and their likely impact on the
an exhibit from the Minoru Seniors ing about programs and activities for health and wellness status of RichSociety’s Chinese Calligraphy Group adults 55 and older and sharing ideas mond’s senior population.
For more information visit www.
exploring the concept of place. The for future programming. The cost is
exhibit will be on display from Sept. 29 $5 per person and registration is re- richmond.ca/seniors or call Minoru
through Oct. 1.
quired at www.richmond.ca/register, Place Activity Centre at 604-238-8450.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca
In conjunction with the Memories of by calling 604-276-4300, or dropping
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Terry Fox Run raises $18,000

Oktoberfest events in Steveston

By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

T

erry Fox dreamed of a
world without cancer, a
mission Howard Jampolsky is
only too happy to advance.
Organizer of the annual Terry Fox Run in Richmond, Jampolsky believes the dream
is closer to reality than ever.
That’s because each dollar
raised goes directly to cancer
research.
“The money does make a
difference, and as a result
real, rapid gains are being
made,” Jampolsky says. “The
(number of) ways cancer
treatments are being carried
out have been growing exponentially. It’s truly remarkable
how far they’ve come. With
the genetic research they’re

doing now, they’re finding every person has a different way
of fighting cancer.”
Although there were about
100 fewer runners in this
year’s run at Garry Point Park
than in 2016, participants
still managed to raise about
$18,000 for cancer research.
Jampolsky isn’t sure why the
numbers were down, but inclement weather last Sunday
was likely a factor. So too,
he suggests, the significant
fundraising efforts to help
victims of this summer’s B.C.
wildfires.
Since its inception in 1981,
the Terry Fox Run, an annual non-competitive charity
event, has raised more than
$700 million for cancer research.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca

T

he Rheinlander Band is sure to help get
folks in the party spirit at the Steveston
Community Society’s Oktoberfest on Friday, Oct. 6.
“It’s a lot of fun,” promises Michele Cupit,
who came up with the idea of a local Oktoberfest four years ago.
A member of the society’s ever-active
events organizing committee, that also
oversees the annual Steveston Salmon
Festival, Cupit said everything is included
in your Oktoberfest ticket.
That includes one serving of beer or wine,
a collectible beer mug, dinner (supplied by
D Original Sausage Haus), entertainment
and a chance to win a door prize. You must
be at least 19 years old to attend.
There’s also a 50/50 draw, and a photo
area to help commemorate the evening.
Last year’s event sold out, so Cupit advises purchasing your tickets quickly. Tickets

are $40 each or $320 for a table of eight.
They are available in person at the community centre or by calling 604-238-8094.
Oktobertfest begins at 7 p.m. with dancing commencing at 8 p.m. Proceeds support programs at the community centre.
A prelude to Oktoberfest will be held Saturday, Sept. 30.
A group of Steveston businesses are
joining forces for a street party called OktoberfestSteveston.
Businesses along No. 1 Road between
Moncton and Bayview streets will host
the special day-long event from 10 a.m. to
7 p.m.
There will be many activities, including
some for kids, as well as a wide variety of
food. Six restaurants will also be each hosting a specific craft beer.
The Richmond Sockeyes’ popular mascot Socko will be making an appearance
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sockeye players will
also participate in a street hockey game.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca

Retirement living can be active, inspiring, and fulﬁlling.
We know because we help make it a reality every day.
Visit our website or join us for a tour.
604-271-7222
4088 Blundell Road, Richmond, BC
info.gilmore@verveseniorliving.com
verveseniorliving.com/gilmore-gardens
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Steveston could be destined to become port of call
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

B

est known today as an
active fishing harbour,
Steveston could also soon
be destined to become a port
of call for small to medium
cruise ships.
The $48M state-of-theart expedition ship National
Geographic Quest is carrying
out what City of Richmond
spokesperson Ted Townsend
described as “kind of a test
run” to see if Steveston fits
the bill.
The 73-metre-long ship
docked in Steveston on
Thursday (Sept. 21) and is
expected to return Oct. 5.
Townsend confirmed there
were passengers that disembarked upon arrival and
boarded prior to departure
last week.
“As I understand it, this
was a shorter, re-positioning
cruise that comes at the end
of their summer season in
Alaska,” he said. “In previous
years, they had used Granville Island as their local port
of call, but that location is no
longer available to them, so
they’re looking at Steveston
as a possible ongoing destination.”

Townsend said such an opportunity is “certainly in keeping with the kind of long-term
vision when the city developed the wharfs.”
Not only did the development of the wharfs, dating
back to about 2011, allow for
hosting special events like
Ships to Shore and support
other recreational opportunities on the water, but also
could potentially help attract
more tourists, he said.
“This is something that was
always thought of as a potential use, and this is an opportunity to explore that further
and hopefully create some
ongoing new tourist traffic
from the water,” Townsend
said.
“Steveston is a popular
tourist destination and in the
cruise industry there are lots
of different levels. It’s not all
about huge boats going to
Alaska,” he said. “There are
smaller and mid-sized ships
always looking for new experiences in this region for their
clientele and it was always felt
(Steveston) had the potential
for that market. Now somebody is taking a closer look
at the potential to see if the
logistics are there.”
The National Geographic

Photo courtesy @stevestonlife
The 73-metre expedition ship National Geographic Quest docked in Steveston last
week.
Quest is a purpose-built vessel, and one of the newest additions to the National Geographic-Lindblad Expeditions
fleet. Built near Seattle, it is
made for exploring coastal
waters. It was designed to
navigate narrow inlets and
wildlife-rich passageways inaccessible to larger ships. The
smaller ship still comfortably

accommodates 100 guests in
50 outside cabins.
The National Geographic
Quest brings travellers to B.C.
and Alaska in the summer,
before heading south in the
winter to navigate the waters
of Central America.
Started in 1999, National
Geographic Expeditions operates hundreds of trips each

luluislandhomes.com
Tina Gonzalez 778.837.1144
Diana Dickey 604.618.7060
Call us today to discuss the market value of your home.

year, spanning all seven continents and more than 80 destinations. As part of the National Geographic Travel group,
it aims to fulfill the National
Geographic Society’s mission to inspire people to care
about the planet by providing
meaningful opportunities to
explore.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca
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Townline
Homes
doubles
up
		
City Board
Asphalt paving advisory
July 7 to November 30, 2017
The City of Richmond has contracted Lafarge Canada to grind and pave the
following locations in Richmond from July 7 to November 30, 2017:
Pavement spot repairs
• 11351 No. 1 Road
• 11800 No. 2 Road
• 12031 No. 2 Road
• 11511 to 11711 Steveston Highway and 11393 Steveston Highway
City block paving locations
• Minoru Boulevard (Lansdowne Road to Ackroyd Road)
• Railway Avenue and Blundell Road intersection
• 11000 Block No. 5 Road
• 9000 Block No. 1 Road
• 10000 Block No. 1 Road
• 13000 Block Steveston Highway
• 6000 No. 5 Road
• No. 3 Road (Westminster Highway to Ackroyd)
• No. 5 Road and Bridgeport Road intersection
• Steveston Highway (Mortfield to No. 4 Road)
• Steveston Highway (10471 to Shell Road)
• 9000 Block Westminster Highway – East bound lanes
• Alderbridge Way (No. 3 Road to Garden City) – spot repairs only
Work hours will be 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on weekdays, and 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on
weekends. Night time work hours will be from 7:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. (typically).
Traffic will be reduced to single-lane and there may be temporary lane closures.
Delays may occur. The use of an alternate route is strongly encouraged.
This work is weather dependent and dates are subject to change without notice.
Questions may be directed to Wasim Memon, Contract Administrator,
at 604-276-4189, or visit the City’s paving program webpage at www.richmond.ca
(City Services >Roads, Dykes, Water & Sewers >Construction Projects >2017 Paving
Program).
City of Richmond | 6911 No. 3 Rd. Richmond BC V6Y 2C1 | Tel: 604-276-4000

www.richmond.ca

By MARTIN VAN DEN HEMEL
@MartinvandenH

W

hat started out as an offer of a
helping hand, has snowballed
into an overwhelming display of community generosity the likes of which
grandmother Luella Cook hasn’t
seen before.
This story really started in 2015,
when
Diefenbaker
Elementary
School began saving for a new playground to replace the decades-old
wooden one that’s withered and
cracked and now poses a safety hazard for children.
After countless bake sales, movie
nights, spring fairs and even a walkathon, the efforts have fallen short of
the fundraising goal. Even a modest
new playground costs tens of thousands of dollars.
Seeing the disappointed faces of so
many moms and dads prompted the
retired Cook, a self-admitted insomniac, to offer to organize a fundraiser
for the school her grandchildren attend.
Working alongside Diefenbaker’s
parent advisory committee, including co-chair Emi Dyck, and fueled
by leads from the community, she
simply reached out for donations
through emails and phone calls, or
visited businesses in person.
“They were unbelievably generous,”
Cook said.“It’s overwhelming actually
how supportive everybody’s been.”

But she was simply blown away by
the incredible gesture by Rick Ilich
from Townline Homes.
“He decided that he would match
whatever was raised,” she said, adding that she confirmed that there’s
no cap to the amount Ilich is willing
to match.
That’s served as an amazing motivator for the Diefenbaker school
community, she said.
“I’m humbled by the generosity by
businesses and individuals and realtors and developers.”
With modern-day parents so busy,
and spending so much time on social
media and their smart phones, Cook
was struck with inspiration about
how to go about this fundraiser.
“I thought, let’s capitalize on this.
Let’s do something different and novel,” Cook told The Richmond Sentinel.
She’s now organized an online
auction through charity auction
site eflea.ca (tinyurl.com/diefenbaker2017). It will feature more than 160
items when bidding begins at 10 a.m.
on Friday, Oct. 6. To bid, participants
first need to register on the website.
Donations can still be accepted until the day before the auction
goes live. To make a donation, e-mail
diefenbakerpac@gmail.com
Donations of all sorts and sizes
have come in so far, some items
worth $15 and others over $1,000.
See Page 7
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on Diefenbaker fundraiser
TOWNLINE HOMES
From Page 6
Everything from hair cuts, newspaper advertising space, and vacation
accommodations in Hawaii to green
fees, fitness passes to the Richmond
Olympic Oval, car detailing, restaurant gift cards and artwork.
Cook doesn’t know how much
money will be raised.

But she is certain that this event has
demonstrated how generous people
are when it comes to the plight of
schools with outdated equipment.
“The response has been blowing me out of the water,” Cook said.
“Most people identify with children
and playgrounds. They’ve had to do
the fundraising themselves, and they
also know there’s no money coming
from the board.”
•martinv@richmondsentinel.ca
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Esthetics
Denture Studio

Creating the Art of Nature
Cosmetic Precision
Denture SystemTM

Premium quality Cosmetic Precision Dentures instill confidence and
provide optimum function while eating, speaking and laughing.
Sophisticated instrumentation records facial and anatomical
information to recreate your natural smile and the youthful facial
contours of your lips and cheeks.
Our premium quality teeth duplicate natural characteristics and
colours found in natural teeth. The contours of our premium teeth
are designed to match your skeletal type with feminine and
masculine characteristics to accentuate your appeal.

The Art and Advantages of Cosmetic
Precision Dentures:
Esthetics - Created with natural
nuances, so you can speak,
smile and laugh with confidence.
Contours - Naturally sculpted
tissue surfaces, make Cosmetic
Precision Dentures almost
indistinguishable from natural
tissues.

Health - Eat virtually any food
efficiently, improve digestion.
Strength and Fit - Extremely
dense materials provide a strong,
secure, non-irritating,
comfortable fit.
Biocompatibility - Dense
aqualized materials aid in the
prevention of stain and odor
buildup.

Guaranteed for 5 years
against breakage

Esthetics Denture Studio Inc.
Alex Hupka,

RD, RDT.

CALL TO BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

604.279.9151
Photo by Chung Chow
Luella Cook, grandmother campaigning to raise funds for new
playground at Diefenbaker Elementary School.

#240-3671 Westminster Hwy.,
Richmond BC V7C 5V2

www.bcdenturist.ca

Financing available OAC

Like us on
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Garden City Lands to host Richmond Harvest Fest
By MARTIN VAN DEN HEMEL
@MartinvandenH

T

he Garden City Lands property,
which is in the midst of a transformation, will host a free, new festival this Saturday: Richmond Harvest
Festival.
It’s the first major event at the
property, which the city describes
as the “evolving green heart of Richmond.”
Richmond Mayor Malcolm Brodie
said the Sept. 30 festival will be a
great opportunity for locals to celebrate Richmond’s commitment to
being a sustainable, diverse and vibrant community during Canada’s
150th anniversary.
“Agriculture is an important part
of Richmond’s cultural and economic past, present and future,” Brodie
said.“We are home to over 200 active
farmers and a wide variety of vibrant
restaurants. Richmond’s reputation
as a hub for urban agriculture and
unique culinary experiences is well
established and ready to grow.”
The festival promises to be a
family-friendly, all-ages affair, with
programming and attractions that
will include a farmers market, exceptional local food, beer and wine,
cooking demonstrations on a culinary stage, children’s activities including a straw bale slide and wagon ride, and agricultural displays as

Photo courtesy City of Richmond
Headlining the main stage at Richmond Harvest Festival will be popular Canadian folk/rock/reggae trio Jon
and Roy.
well as roving performers.
Headline the main stage will be
popular Canadian folk/rock/reggae
trio Jon and Roy.
The Saturday festival will run from
11 a.m. to 7 p.m., however there will

be no onsite parking.
Instead, parking will be available
at Lansdowne Centre, with shuttle
bus service available to the public.
For those who love cycling, a bike
valet will be available in a secure-
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Chung Chow, chungc@richmondsentinel.ca
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ly-guarded area near the festival’s
entrance.
For more information about the
festival, visit richmondharvestfest.
com
•martinv@richmondsentinel.ca

Published by
INTELLI MANAGEMENT GROUP
200-6751 Westminster Hwy.
Richmond, B.C., V7C 4V4, Canada

Production Manager
Jaana Bjork, jaanab@richmondsentinel.ca

General inquiries
Tel: 778-297-7108 | Fax: 778-297-7109

Graphic Design
Florence Liang

Newsroom
Tel: 778-297-5005

@RmdSentinel

/therichmondsentinel

Visit our website at richmondsentinel.ca

richmondsentinel.ca

October 2017

CAMBIE FIRE HALL NO. 3 AND
RICHMOND NORTH AMBULANCE STATION

OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2017
Join us at our BRAND NEW fire hall and ambulance
station in Richmond.

Open House:

This facility, a British Columbia first, unifies both firerescue and ambulance services into one magnificent
building.

Official Opening Ceremony:

The new building also hosts Richmond Fire-Rescue’s
new training facility and specialized mechanics shop.

Location:

All are welcome for family fun, activities and
self-guided tours. Try out the City’s new portable
drinking fountain and interact with Emergency
Services personnel.

Limited parking available at:
• Tomsett Elementary School
(Corner of No. 4 and Odlin Road)
• Bike racks are available at rear of building

11:30 a.m.– 4:00 p.m.
11:00 a.m.–11:30 a.m.

9680 Cambie Road, V6X 1K4
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Photo courtesy RCMSAR Richmond
Some $10,000 was raised earlier this month at the fourth annual RCMSAR Richmond Annual Fundraiser at the Britannia Heritage Shipyard
Seine Net Loft.

Search-and-rescue
dinner raises $10K
By MARTIN VAN DEN HEMEL
@MartinvandenH

T

he fourth annual Royal Canadian
Marine Search-and-Rescue fundraiser at the Britannia Heritage Shipyard Seine Net Loft drew some 150
people on Sept. 9 and raised about
$10,000.
That money will support training
of the search-and-rescue volunteer
members who keep safe everyone
who uses the waters off Steveston
and Richmond, according to Aaron
Harnden, past station leader and
boat coxswain.
Whatever isn’t used to fund the
training of volunteers will be added
to the fund for a new $800,000 replacement vessel.
Harnden said the new all-weather
lifeboat they are eying is a rigid hull
inflatable that’s self-righting.
“If it goes over, it goes back up,” he
explained.

The volunteer crew’s current vessel has limitations to weather, and is
not re-righting, he added.
“If we can keep safe, then we’re
more likely to be able to help others,”
he said.
Seeing so many people buy tickets
and organizations make donations
to the fundraiser is incredibly inspiring and a testament to how much
the community appreciates the volunteer work they do, putting their
lives at risk each time they go out to
try to help others.
Funds were raised through a raffle,
silent and live auctions, and ticket
sales.
But with a goal of raising $800,000,
there’s still plenty of work ahead, he
said.
All of the equipment and specialized clothing used by the volunteers
is purchased thanks to fundraising
efforts or government grants, he said.
•martinv@richmondsentinel.ca
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Hastings honoured for service on/off the water
By LORRAINE GRAVES
@LGsentinel

B

arry Hastings is a humble man
with a great sense of humour.
Richmond’s Royal Canadian Marine
Search and Rescue Service (RCMSARS), formerly known as the Coast
Guard Auxiliary, recently gave the
Richmond resident a 35-year award
and honoured him by naming one of
their rescue boats the BR Hastings.
Greg Miller, currently Pacific region chair for the marine search and
rescue service, has worked with and
known Hastings for 23 years.
“It was important to recognize Barry and show his family how much we
valued his contribution so we named
that vessel in honour of him. It’s an
actual boat that goes out and does
rescues,” Miller says. He describes
Hastings as a “caring, humble individual. He doesn’t like being recognized

for his efforts.”
with SARS, Hastings says it was
Hastings’ day job was with the
a lot of fun and a lot of stress.
professional Coast Guard, often
“But 35 years ago when I
as a radio operator.
joined the auxiliary, it was the
“Years ago, we were sitting on
total enjoyment of running
a quiet watch and these guys
those inflatables for search
decided we needed handles to
and rescue. Then when the
use on the CB radio.”
job was in teaching, the total
Each person’s initials were
enjoyment was meeting all
turned into a nickname. Barthe volunteers, teaching and
ry Hastings says his became, “
meeting all these people, see‘Barely Human’ because I was
ing why they're there.”
a practical joker. I’m still known
Hastings says that at the ceras that,” Hastings says with a
emony honouring him, he only
smile.
spoke very briefly.
Photo courtesy Richmond RCM-SARS
After their years on the water,
“When I finished I touched
today both Hastings and Miller Barry Hastings stands on the search-andthe forehead, lips and heart, to
do most of their volunteering on rescue boat named in his honour.
say my thoughts, my words, my
land.
dents on the water that Hasting atheart will always speak of you.
“It’s a young man’s game, waking up tended both as a volunteer and as a Because that’s what these people
at 2 a.m. to get up and bomb around coast guard employee, he was also meant to me. These people who sacthe river and then get up and go to the Richmond station training volun- rifice their time, who put their live at
work,” says Miller.
teer.
risk, that others may live.”
In addition to the numerous inciReflecting on his volunteer time
•LGraves@richmondsentinel.ca
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Photo by
Chung Chow
Corben Menta’s
path to his
current career
took skill,
creative thinking,
and flexibility.
Whether you are moving in with your signiﬁcant
other, your favourite pet or even on your own,
Richmond’s unique retirement residence gives
you the freedom & luxury of time. You have
done so much over the years, it's time to let us
make your life easier & better!
• Elegantly appointed one, one plus den
& two bedroom apartment suites
• Balcony or patio for each suite
• 3 full service meals daily
• Weekly Housekeeping
• Recreation & social activities,
including bus trips
• 24 hour emergency assistance

Transferable skills fuel success
By LORRAINE GRAVES
@LGsentinel

C

orben Menta had it all
planned out. He was going to
fly jets.
That’s why he spent years in
Air Cadets. That’s why he took
Aviation at Steveston-London
Secondary.
Then came disappointing
news; Menta is colour-blind. That
diagnosis excluded him from a
career as a pilot because they
need to be able distinguish coloured lights for night landings.
“It meant I couldn’t have a
night rating for being a pilot,” he
says.
He took it in stride then regrouped, choosing a related field

in aviation, jet engine repair, and
signed up for the course at the
Aerospace Campus of BCIT in
Richmond.
“I picked that course because
I did have an interest in turbine
engines but, most of all, it was
to get mechanical experience in
general because I knew it would
be pretty beneficial. It was only
a one-year course so wouldn’t
take up too much of my time and,
compared to the other courses
there, it was pretty inexpensive.”
He said it was rigorous program.
Menta’s long term plan was to
work on turbine engines either in
the Lower Mainland, elsewhere
in Canada or maybe overseas.
“I wasn’t entirely sure, I just

Call today for a personal tour

604-273-1225

7051 Moﬀatt Road, Granville Ave & Moﬀatt
Neighbour to Minoru Activity Centre

YOUR HEALTH IS
OUR PRIORITY
prioritymri.ca

wanted to use the knowledge I
gained form BCIT somewhere,”
he says. “Ideally I wanted to get
a job in Richmond, but I tried to
look at other places to give me
more of a chance.”
With lots of places to choose
from, Menta tried them all, places like MTU Maintenance, Airborne Engines, Heli-One, and
Vector Aerospace.
No one was hiring. So he took
a job at The Brick. For a year,
Menta delivered furniture and
installed electronics for the firm.
Living near Steveston, walking
down the back alley, past the
huge marine diesels under repair
inside the open garage doors of
See Page 13

richmondsentinel.ca

SKILLS
From Page 12
Steveston Marine Services, it never
crossed Menta’s mind that one day
he’d be working there.
“To be honest, I never really gave
marine diesels a lot of thought. Because I was in cadets, I had my sights
set on the aviation industry and never looked into any other industries
until I had trouble finding a job within
aviation,” Menta says.
One day, opportunity presented
itself so he applied for the marine engine job he has now.
Did his time at BCIT help him get
the work?
“I think it did make a difference. It
showed them I had experience doing
mechanical work.”
A variety of experiences in a person’s background, including hobbies
and volunteer work, can all add up to
valuable skills in the work place.

October 2017
Menta took the skills he learned
at the Aerospace Campus, added those from automotive class at
Steveston-London secondary and
the skills from his hobby—keeping
his elderly car running—to parlay
that into a satisfying job.
He also says practical skills from
BCIT transfer to his work on marine
equipment.
“Things like the proper way to
torque a bolt or the things you have
to avoid when taking apart an engine.”
He says the variety of learning
helped him too.
“BCIT gave me a lot of experience,
such as wiring.”
What about others who can’t find
jobs in the field they trained for?
“Well, I would say to look for other
similar fields but I would tell them to
keep their options open. Chances are
you aren’t going to stick with one job
the rest of your life,” advises Menta.
•LGraves@richmondsentinel.ca
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Colour Version
485 – Pantone Colour Bridge Plus Series Coated
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7621 – Pantone Colour Bridge Plus Series Coated
Greyscale Version
70% Black
100% Black

70+ free cultural activities
in 28 locations across Richmond
this weekend!
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Canucks’ Stecher returns to his roots
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

A

ll Troy Stecher ever wanted was a
chance.
Growing up in Richmond, his passion and talent for hockey was undeniable.
But from a young age, he was constantly told he was too small to advance to the next level. At every turn
he proved them wrong, and even in
the NHL the 5-foot-10, 190-pound Vancouver Canucks’ defenceman still
conquers the stereotype.
Voted by Canucks’ fans as the
team’s top blueliner last season (his
rookie campaign), Stecher, 23, uses
brains over brawn. It’s a skill he works
at every day.
“Obviously I’m not going to be able
physically to push guys over, so my
quickness and speed has to be one of
my strengths,” he said, while explaining the goal of eliminating opponent’s
time and space.
Returning to his roots recently for
a special recognition ceremony hosted by the Richmond Minor Hockey
Association, Stecher enthusiastically
reflected on his minor hockey career.
His jersey along with those of fellow
Richmond minor graduates and now
NHL referees Kelly Sutherland and
Trevor Hanson will be prominently
displayed at Richmond Ice Centre.
“It’s special,” he said. “It’s an arena
that many mornings I attended with
my father and my mom. I have a lot
of great memories, and there a lot of
friends and special people who are still
here. It’s tremendous to see the work

Photo by Don Fennell
Vancouver Canucks defenceman Troy Stecher was one of three former
Richmond Minor Hockey players (Kelly Sutherland and Trevor Hanson
being the others) honoured by the association recently.
they put in and continue to put in. I’m
happy to show my face and show my
support to the kids. Hopefully I can be
a role model to them.”
Stecher started his hockey journey
in what is now the Hockey 1-4 pro-

gram. He says it’s where you learn the
fundamentals of the game.
“It’s a great time, when you’re always
encouraged to have fun,” he said. “I
think when you’re having fun that’s
when you’re going to learn more than

if you’re not enjoying it.”
Another of his fondest minor hockey memories is playing on a Bantam
rep team that made it all the way to
the 2009 provincial final.
“There were a lot of great players on
that team, and a really good coaching
staff with Ron Popoff,” he said.
Stecher was drafted in the seventh
round of that spring’s Western Hockey
League Bantam Draft by the Portland
Winterhawks, which ironically was his
first introduction to new Canucks’
coach Travis Green who was then
Portland’s assistant general manager
and assistant coach. Stecher stayed
home and played for the Greater Vancouver Canadians Major Midgets in
2009-10.
The following season he signed with
the Penticton Vees of the BCHL, thus
retaining his college eligibility.
Stecher prospered in Penticton.
In three seasons with the Vees he
scored 26 goals and 156 points in 211
regular-season games. He had another 21 points in 39 playoff games while
playing in two Fred Page Cup (league)
finals, winning in 2012. He also won the
RBC Cup national junior A championship that season, while being named
the tournament’s top defenceman.
He captained the Vees in his final
season before earning a scholarship
to the University of North Dakota
where his stellar play continued.
As a Fighting Hawk from 2013 to
2016, Stecher made three consecutive
trips to the NCAA Frozen Four finals
culminating in a Division 1 champion-

Hockey~Our National Game Sockeyes~Our Community Team

2017-2018 SEASON TICKETS

• No limit on how many tickets used per game.
• Contact Doug Paterson at 604-241-4438 or purchase at a Sockeyes game

CATCH THE SOCKEYES IN ACTION EVERY THURSDAY AT 7:00PM AT MINOR ARENA!

See Page 22

$150
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Plenty of energy at Forever Young 8K race
By DON FENNELL
@DFSentinel

B

ina Henderson of New Westminster, take a bow.
The Royal City resident completed
the 8 kilometre race at the 2017 Forever Young race Sunday, Sept. 10 in
Richmond in just under two hours.
But even more noteworthy is that
Henderson is 88 years old, the oldest
person in a field of 250 senior walkers
and runners. She received a bottle of
champagne for her efforts.
Now in its third year, the annual
event affords those 55 and older an
opportunity to celebrate being an active senior and to set an example for
others to adopt a healthy lifestyle.
“We don’t want to be a small part of
a big running event, we want to have
our own running event,” explains
event founder and race co-ordinator

John Young. “It always gives me pleasure to note that the first-place finishers are 55 or older, not the usual 20
and 30 somethings. We are the only
race in Canada that is specifically for
those 55-plus. Seniors deserve recognition too.”
The 8K event builds on the Forever
Young Club which he started a few
years earlier. Twice each week, walkers and runners from throughout the
region meet up to tackle one of more
than a dozen club-determined courses.
Further advancing the camaraderie
that is so prominent within the club,
the 8K also gives those senior athletes the opportunity to further challenge themselves. Each participant,
regardless of where they finish, are
deservedly proud to wear the medMore than 200 runners and walkers, all aged 55 and over, participated
See Page 17 in the Forever Young 8K race.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS FOR 2017 FUNDRAISER
RCMSAR Richmond – Station 10 – is proudly supported by FRASER MARINE RESCUE SOCIETY
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UPCOMING EVENTS
IN OCTOBER
SEPTEMBER 30, OCT.1 1:00-3:00PM

Public Art Tour

Richmond Cultural Centre
OCTOBER 1 10:00AM - 1:00PM

Kids’ Stuff Swap Meet

South Arm Community Centre
OCTOBER 7 6:00PM - 9:00PM

Harvest Full Moon Celebration
City Centre Community Centre
OCTOBER 14 2:00 - 4:00PM

Fall Family Fun

East Richmond Community Hall
OCTOBER 19 6:30PM - 8:30PM

MLA John Yap and race co-ordinator John Young pose for a selfie with some of the more than
200 runners. Participants in the event, all 55 and over.

Lantern Making Festival
West Richmond Community Centre
OCTOBER 21-22 5:30PM - 8:30PM

Wild Things

Richmond Nature Park
OCTOBER 28 1:00PM - 4:00PM

Trick or Treat
on Britannia’s Boardwalk
Britannia Shipyards
OCTOBER 29 12:00PM - 4:00PM

Halloween Skate
Minoru Arenas

Photos by Chung Chow
Each received a medal for
finishing. Vancouver’s Walter
Downey finished first overall in
the Forever Young 8K walk in
31minutes and 50 seconds.

FOREVER YOUNG
From Page 16
als and event t-shirts symbolic of
their physical achievements.
Blessed with near-perfect running weather, participants were
also treated to spectacular natural scenery as they walked and
ran along the north dyke and circled back through Terra Nova to
the dyke and home to the Richmond Olympic Oval.

OCTOBER 31 8:15PM

City of Richmond
Halloween Fireworks
Minoru Park

Young said the oval also lived
up to its reputation to stage a
“fabulous” event, which marked
its inaugural year as hosts of the
Forever Young 8K.
“And one great feature of our
event is the generous number
of draw prizes, with a one to two
ratio, available to participants.
We had over 100 draw prizes. Everyone agreed they are looking
forward to coming back for 2018,”
said Young.

Walter Downey of Vancouver
was first overall in a time of 31 minutes, 50 seconds, a very respectable time for the 55- to 59-yearold age group. Last year’s winner,
Craig Premack from Burnaby was
close behind at 33:35. The top female finisher was Kelly Rowson
from Surrey in a time of 40:40 in
the 55 to 59 age category.
For complete results, visit
www.foreveryoung8k.ca.
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca
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Appeal for all ages in Gateway season opener
By LORRAINE GRAVES
@LGsentinel

F

ollowing on the successful heels
of Gateway’s co-productions with
Sky High Productions, the Richmond
theatre opens its 2017-18 season
with the Sondheim musical A Little
Night Music, also a co-production,
this time with Patrick Street Productions.
Set at the turn of the last century
in Sweden, director Peter Jorgensen
says, “A Little Night Music interweaves a tangled web of former and
current lovers. It is full of hilariously
witty and heartbreakingly moving
moments of adoration, regret and
desire.”
Calling it “Stephen Sondheim’s
masterpiece,” Jorgensen says what
he loves about Sondheim’s creation
is that the songs are woven into the
story line.

They fit naturally and progress the
story.
It isn’t a matter of “oh right, let’s
all stop everything and have a song
here.” They flow naturally with the live
orchestra accompanying the actors.
“A Little Night Music is an intimate
story about intimate relationships,”
Jorgenson says.
For that reason, he finds Gateway
the perfect place to mount this production.
“It’s a big theatre but it feels like the
audience is really close when you’re
on the stage. It’s great for a show
like A Little Night Music, because it’s
meant to be an intimate musical not
a big mega-musical spectacle.”
Send in the Clowns, a song made
famous by Judy Collins comes from
A Little Night Music. Sung, steeped
in regret, by an older character in
the play, the enigmatic meaning of a
popular ballad becomes vividly clear.

Jorgensen outlines the different
ages of the couples, from young lovers, to older, to middle-aged and as
he puts it, “then you’ve got Madam
Armfeldt, a woman in her 70s or 80s.”
Perfect for those who don’t normally prefer musicals, Jorgensen
talks of people who have come up
to him after the show to say it’s the
first musical they’ve really liked. It’s
a show with meaning, heart and humour.
“It’s about love and sex and desire,
at all ages and stages of life,” he says.
“That’s the appeal of A Little Night
Music; it will grab anyone because
there’s almost a guarantee that
there'll be at least one character that
you’ll identify with.”
A Little Night Music; runs at Richmond’s Gateway Theatre from Oct.
12 to 21. For more information: gatewaytheatre.com/littlenightmusic
•LGraves@richmondsentinel.ca

Photo by Emily Cooper
Rose McNeil and Arinea Hermans in
musical A Little Night Music.

Happy Thanksgiving

Wishing the families of Richmond a warm and happy Thanksgiving.

LINDA REID, MLA
Richmond
South Centre
604-775-0891
lindareidmla.bc.ca

JOHN YAP, MLA
RichmondSteveston
604-241-8452
johnyapmla.bc.ca

TERESA WAT, MLA
Richmond
North Centre
604-775-0754
teresawatmla.ca

JAS JOHAL, MLA
RichmondQueensborough
778-792-7473
jasjohalmla.ca
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Appeal for all ages in Gateway season opener
By LORRAINE GRAVES
@LGsentinel

F

ollowing on the successful heels
of Gateway’s co-productions with
Sky High Productions, the Richmond
theatre opens its 2017-18 season
with the Sondheim musical A Little
Night Music, also a co-production,
this time with Patrick Street Productions.
Set at the turn of the last century
in Sweden, director Peter Jorgensen
says, “A Little Night Music interweaves a tangled web of former and
current lovers. It is full of hilariously
witty and heartbreakingly moving
moments of adoration, regret and
desire.”
Calling it “Stephen Sondheim’s
masterpiece,” Jorgensen says what
he loves about Sondheim’s creation
is that the songs are woven into the
story line.

They fit naturally and progress the
story.
It isn’t a matter of “oh right, let’s
all stop everything and have a song
here.” They flow naturally with the live
orchestra accompanying the actors.
“A Little Night Music is an intimate
story about intimate relationships,”
Jorgenson says.
For that reason, he finds Gateway
the perfect place to mount this production.
“It’s a big theatre but it feels like the
audience is really close when you’re
on the stage. It’s great for a show
like A Little Night Music, because it’s
meant to be an intimate musical not
a big mega-musical spectacle.”
Send in the Clowns, a song made
famous by Judy Collins comes from
A Little Night Music. Sung, steeped
in regret, by an older character in
the play, the enigmatic meaning of a
popular ballad becomes vividly clear.

Jorgensen outlines the different
ages of the couples, from young lovers, to older, to middle-aged and as
he puts it, “then you’ve got Madam
Armfeldt, a woman in her 70s or 80s.”
Perfect for those who don’t normally prefer musicals, Jorgensen
talks of people who have come up
to him after the show to say it’s the
first musical they’ve really liked. It’s
a show with meaning, heart and humour.
“It’s about love and sex and desire,
at all ages and stages of life,” he says.
“That’s the appeal of A Little Night
Music; it will grab anyone because
there’s almost a guarantee that
there'll be at least one character that
you’ll identify with.”
A Little Night Music; runs at Richmond’s Gateway Theatre from Oct.
12 to 21. For more information: gatewaytheatre.com/littlenightmusic
•LGraves@richmondsentinel.ca

Photo by Emily Cooper
Rose McNeil and Arinea Hermans in
musical A Little Night Music.

Happy Thanksgiving

Wishing everyone in Richmond a warm and happy Thanksgiving!

LINDA REID, MLA
Richmond
South Centre
604-775-0891
lindareidmla.bc.ca

JOHN YAP, MLA
RichmondSteveston
604-241-8452
johnyapmla.bc.ca

TERESA WAT, MLA
Richmond
North Centre
604-775-0754
teresawatmla.ca

JAS JOHAL, MLA
RichmondQueensborough
778-792-7473
jasjohalmla.ca
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Your City government.
On demand.

Richmond City Council is working for you to provide vital community services and
preserve and enhance our quality of life.
Shaw Cable has discontinued its Council meeting broadcasts. But you can stay
informed by watching Richmond City Council meetings online.
Watch live at 7 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month. Or watch archived
video anytime at your convenience. Click on E-Services menu on our website home
page to access.

www.richmond.ca
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Whale of
a Book Sale
Fall 2017!
Saturday, October 7th 9am-5pm Visit
the
Sunday, October 8th 9am-3pm Annex
Thompson Community Centre
5151 Granville Avenue

Photos courtesy The Trove Club
Hungerford properties is selling 45 luxury garages in East Richmond for
exotic and supercars.

Over 25,000 New and Used Books, Hardcover and
Paperback Fiction

Local exotic cars now
have bespoke luxury
garages in Richmond

Lynas Lane at Granville Avenue,
between No. 2 Road & Railway Avenue

Art books, Classics, Canadiana, Home Repair & Renovations,
Crafts & Hobbies, Computers & Texts, Geography & Travel,
Children, Chinese & other languages and so much more!

*Please bring your own boxes or bags.
Sponsored by Friends of the Richmond Public Library.
All proceeds benefit Richmond Libraries.

By MARTIN VAN DEN HEMEL
@MartinvandenH
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GRAND
OPENING

Saturday • September 30
Hope to see you there.
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ot an exotic car but no place to
park it? Looking for a place to
ogle your new $500,000 ride with
your equally affluent friends and
their Lamborghinis, Ferraris and
McLarens?
Don’t fret; a Lower Mainland developer has landed on a real estate
product in Richmond that will no
doubt leave some local residents
rolling their eyes in disbelief.
Meet The Trove Club, a 45-unit
luxury project where buyers can
make their own bespoke garage,
complete with a place to kick
back, relax, and enjoy a few
drinks and a bite to eat with friends
and family in swank surroundings.
Trove launched last weekend at
the Luxury and Supercar weekend
at VanDusen Botanical Garden
in Vancouver. Units range from
1,000 square feet to 2,500 square
feet and completion is expected

by the spring of 2019.
The project is already 80 per cent
sold.
Buyers can choose from a host of
options for their garage, including
the pre-designed interior Maranello
package, which is infused with Italian culture.
“Fast luxury cars and motor cycles
steeped in history are displayed
next to beautifully crafted furniture
from B B Italia emphasizing detail
and quality finishes…The passion
of Italy and its automotive design
world warmly embrace each other
in this dramatic environment,” The
Trove Club says on its website at
www.thetroveclub.com.
Not a fan of Italian? No problem,
there’s also Detroit, Goodwood and
Stuttgart styles.
Offered by Hungerford Properties, which could not be reached
for comment, The Trove Club is located at 13571 Sparwood Place, just
east of Knight and Westminster
See Page 21
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PRE-SEASON SALE ON
PRE-SEASON
SALE ON
ON
OUR MOST POPULAR
PRE-SEASON
SALE
OUR
MOST
POPULAR
GAS
LINEARS!
OUR
MOST
POPULAR
GAS
LINEARS!
GAS LINEARS!

The Trove Club is located at 13571 Sparwood Pl.

EXOTIC CARS
From Page 20
Highway, a stone’s throw from
Richmond Auto Mall.
Trove owners will also have
cess to an annual calendar of
curated events, to be held in
Trove Club House.

the
acVIP
the

The cost? Well, as the saying
goes, if you have to ask, you probably can’t afford it. Pricing wasn’t
available on the website and the
developer could not be reached. It's
a safe bet an unadorned garage will
cost north of $500,000, and the extras hundreds of thousands more.
•martinv@richmondsentinel.ca
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Buyers can choose from a host of design options for their bespoke
garages.
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Classifieds

FREE Richmond classifieds to advertise your lost & found items, volunteer
opportunities, pets, sale items, events and free stuff!

To post your FREE classified please email us at production@richmondsentinel.ca. Deadline: Thursday, Oct 7 for the Mid-October issue (25 words max.)
Events

Volunteers
THE GULF OF GEORGIA CANNERY SOCIETY
seeks volunteers for their winter Cannery
Farmers’ Market, Starting October 15. Runs
every other Sunday until April 22, 2018. For
more info: canneryfarmersmarket.org. Contact:
Carina Harris at carina.harris@gogcannery.org
604.664.9261
VOLUNTEER SYMPOSIUM: Join BCACG
& Volunteer BC – at Volunteer Futures
Symposium – Oct 4 & 5, Richmond. Learn about
Building Diverse Leadership Networks, Youth
Engagement, Technology & more. For more
information, visit: http://bit.ly/VOLFUTURES17

RICHMOND ART GALLERY presents, Eternal
Return featuring new artworks by Barb Choit,
Kevin Day, Lucien Durey, Alanna Ho, Anchi Lin.
Until November 19, 2017.
www.richmondartgallery.org
ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER PARISH - 32nd
Annual Fall Fair on October 21. Features giveaways,
auctions, games, raffles, and lots of indoor family
fun! 10:00 am - 3:00 pm (Williams & Railway)
THE ARTHRITIS PATIENT ADVISORY BOARD
will be hosting ROAR 2017 on Saturday, October
21st from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm at the Vancouver
Public Library Central Branch, Alice MacKay Room,
350 West Georgia Street. ROAR is an interactive
educational public forum

24 $2
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Our stories are BIG and BOLD,
and EASY TO READ.
• Connect with YOUR CITY
• Nurture a non-profit marketing platform
• Read about local people, places and events
• Help build the future of journalism
SUPPORT US BY
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

RICHMONDSENTINEL.CA

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
/THERICHMONDSENTINEL

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@RMDSENTINEL

Start your
subscription today.
Just e-mail us at:
production@richmondsentinel.ca

ANSWERS
CROSSWORD
Across
1 Canning
3 Spring
6 Autumnal
8 Turkey
9 Harvest
12 Cranberry
14 Chlorophyll
15 LowBush
17 Dry
19 Thanksgiving

7
10
11
13
16
18

Monkshood
Everbearing
Deciduous
Shorter
Equinox
Potato

SUDOKU

Down
2 Grape
3 Spud
4 AutumnalEquinox
5 Blueberries

STECHER
From Page 15
ship during his junior season in 2016
when he had eight goals and 21 points
in 29 games as an alternate captain.
In 119 NCAA games, Stecher scored
13 goals and 53 points, opting to forgo his senior season to sign with the
Canucks.
Passed over in previous NHL Entry Drafts, Stecher finally realized his
childhood dream last April 13 when
he signed a two-year, entry-level contract with the hometown Canucks.
Following an impressive training
camp and pre-season with the club,
he began the 2016-17 campaign with
their top minor-league affiliate Utica
Comets but was recalled after only
four games.
He played the balance of the year
paired mostly on the right side of veteran Alex Edler. Stecher scored his
first NHL goal, a memorable overtime
winner, at home Nov. 13 versus the
Dallas Stars. He finished the season

with three goals and 21 assists in 71
games.
Never one to take anything for
granted, Stecher acknowledges the
long grind of an NHL season was an
adjustment coming from college
where NCAA rules stipulated a maximum 34 regular-season games. But
he said his goal in the off-season
wasn’t to get bigger, but rather continue to work on developing speed
and quickness.
“I didn’t want to take away from
that. I was definitely trying to get
stronger, but didn’t want to add too
much mass. I want to find that balance.”
Stecher said though going to Canucks’ camp this year was different
from last, at the end of the day he
approached it with the same mindset: “go to camp and make sure I deserve to be there and prove to a lot of
people that I’ve put my time in (training) this summer and haven’t gotten
complacent. I’m still trying to improve
and help us win.”
•dfennell@richmondsentinel.ca
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Fun & Games
ALL ABOUT RICHMOND CROSSWORD

SUDOKU
The goal of Sudoku is to fill a 9x9 grid with numbers so that each row, column and 3x3 section
contain all of the digits between 1 and 9.

ACROSS
1
Hot way to preserve food at home
3 Marcescent trees keep their dead leaves
until ___
6 Adjective for the season
8 Thanksgiving fowl
9 Shine on ____ moon, song

12 Thanksgiving sauce, uses Richmond
product
14 Source of green leaf colour
15 Canadian name for lingonberries, __ __
cranberry
17 Preserve by desiccation
19 Canadian harvest festival

DOWN
2
Vine fruit harvested this season
3 Nickname for potato
4 Day and night equal, seasonal
5 Local Vaccinium corymbosum ripe now in
7 Tall, poisonous, purple fall flower
10 Albion strawberries, available in fall are __
11 Trees that lose their leaves this season
13 Hours of daylight getting
16 Day when sun sets and rises at ends of
East- West Streets
18 Fall veg with more Vit C than a peach
Answers will be posted in the next issue in mid-Oct.
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